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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Statement of Problem
Some writers haYe advanced the thought that "slavery
was accepted by the Negro with docility, complacency, and
gratitude; that he was happy and satisfied."
To relieve themselves of guilt, to justify hate and
to expel tear, white men have erected an elaborate facade of
justification and rationalization.

One author has said,

"The Negro is a primitive, dangerous person who must be kept

in subordination.

Negroes do not have the same high sensi-

bilities as do whites and do not mind exploitation and
rejection.

Negroes are passive children ot nature and are

incapable of participating in and enjoying the higher aspects
of the general .American culture.
tuberculosis and syphilis. 11 1.

Negroes are eaten with

Another author has said that

"owners of slaves almost always sought to convey the impression that their human chattle was docile, tractable and
happy. " 2

Still another author has said that "many scarcely

appeared to know that they were in bondage as they danced

1 AI-nold

M. Rose, ed. "Race Prejudice and Discrimination, 11

the United

•
2

John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom.
Knopf, New York, 1947), P• 204.

Altred A.

2

merrily as the best in Kermia at Christmas and Pinkster. 113
this study ot the runaway slave in Texas may enable us
to explore another prospective;--that the Negro slave was
entirely conscious of his plight and dissatisfied to a great
degree; and that the flight of the runaway slave was not
entirely haphazard--but frequently resulted from fore-sighted
planning and correlated efforts among the slaves themselves.
This departure has arisen from a reaction of students ot
.American Negro slavery to the myth of "Happiness."

There is

a feeling that the myth is not justified by the facts.
White students like Aptheker have joined the general abolitionist and Negro scholarship in the growing record that
there is evidence in many areas to demonstrate the

11

unhapp1-

ness11 of the Negro in slavery.
Overt resistance to the slave system on the part of
the slaves, precipitated a reign of terror in Texas between
the years, 1830 and 1860.
This struggle toward release from enforced slavery
took many forms.
were:

Among the most frequently used techniques

(1) individual and collective flight, (2) a slow down

in activity and achievement, (3) sabotage, (4 ) self-mutilation, (5) suicide, and very rarely, {6) purchase of freedom.
In this study we are concerned primarily with the
circumstances concerning the flight of the individual run-

3

John

w.

Cromwell, The Negro in American Rister~. (The
American Negro Academy, Washington, 19~, p. 8.

3
away slave in Texas.
questions as follows:

We seek to arrive at some answers to
Are we able to fit the runaway slave

into specific or general types as regards physical or mental
characteristics?

What factors, if any, effected the direc-

tion in which the slave fled?

Is there a correlation between

the ages and personal characteristics of the various runaways which factors appear to determine the value of slaves
as indicated by descriptive advertisements inserted by
owners of runaway slaves?
Method ot Study
This study has been made by compiling advertisements
for runaway slaves found in newspapers published in Texas
before the War Between the States.
were published on suoh terms as:

'.lhese advertisements
11

Advertisements will be

inserted at one dollar per square of seven lines or less,
for the first insertion and fifty cents for each continuance. 11 •
The first section of the Act of February

5,

181µ., regulating

the sale of runaway slaves, provides that where any slave is
committed to jail as a run-a-way, a notice of the apprehension
and commitment with a full description of such slave, shall
be published weekly 1n one of the papers at the seat of the
Government, for the space of one month.

Such advertisements

and related material were gathered from the:

•The Morning Star, April 8,

1840.

Rosenberg

4
Library, Galveston, Texas; 'Ihe State Capitol Library (Texas
Archives); The University of Texas Library (Newspaper collection) and the Barker Library, Austin, Texas; the Houston
Public Library, Houston, Texas; the San Antonio Public Library and the George Washington Carver Library, San Antonio,

Texas.
Graphs, maps, tables, and insertions ot advertisements have been made to exhibit the frequency of ages, sex,
birth, names, personality traits,accomplisbments of slaves,
physical detects, season chosen for flight, occupations ot
slaves, kinds of advertisements, what the slaves wore and
took with them in escape and the destination of runaway
slaves.

Advertisements tor run-a-way slaves may serve as a

store house of implied information.
The investigator proposes to critically analyze,
catalogue, and evaluate these apparent facts and endeavors
to develop therefrom a word description of the personal.itiea
ot those slaves who 1n their relentless struggle to free

themselves, possibly hastened the freedom for all.
Scope of Problem
This study has covered a period of thirty years from
1830 to 1860.

The year, 1830, was selected as a starting

point in this study because we feel that it was in this year
that slavery became an established and accepted institution
in Texas subject to conditions existing in the older slave
areas of the United States.

5

CouN71E-.s

or

Te-x4J

/830 - /8 ~ 0

Counties of Texas
Involved in this
Study

6
Tb.e year, 1860, was chosen to close this study, because
it was this year which marked the beginning of the war between the states.

'lhe personality of two hundred and forty-

two fugitive slaves in Texas has herein been classified and
analyzed.
Ille information pertaining to the two hundred and
forty-two run.aways under consideration was gathered from
one hundred and seventy-six advertisements inserted in newspapers published in Texas before the War between the States.
'!he two hundred and forty-two runaways tled from a
total of fifty-seven counties in Texas.
were as follows:

'Ille various counties

Austin, Bastrop, Brazoria, Brazos, Bexar,

Bowie, Collins, Caldwell, Cass, Cherokee, Colorado, Comal,

Cooke, Comanche, Dallas, DeWitt, Falls, Fayette, Fannin,
Freestone, Ft. Bend, Galveston, Gillespie, Goliad, Gonzales,
Grayson, Grimes, Harris, Harrison, Hill, Hunt, Houston,
Jefferson, Kerr, LaMarr, Lavaca, Leon, Limestone, Madison,
Matagarda, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Navarro, Nueces, Panola,
Polk, Red River, Robertson, Rusk, Shelby, Travis, Trinity,
Tyler , Victoria, Walker, Washington, and Williamson.
Definition or Terms
-----1. Runaway slave-- The term, Runaway Slave, may be
defined as that slave that sought "individual
flight" in his protest against slavery or the dissatisfaction in his present status.
2.

Griffe color-- The offspring of a mu1atto woman and

7
a Negro.

3.

Inst.-- Instant--present month.

4.

Chronological-- An account of events in the order of
things.

5.

Subscriber-- One who paid weekly or monthly for
weekly issues or the newspaper.

6.

Countenance- - 'lhe expression of the face .

7. Sattinet-- Resembling or composed of satin; glossy;
as to have a satiny luster.

8.

Pantaloons-- A kind of tight combination of trousers
and stockings .

9. Ex'r-- The person appointed by a testator to execute his will, or to see its provisions carried into
effect after his death.
10.

Mulatto-- The first generation offspring of a pure
Negro and a white.

11.

Impediment-- Things which hinder progress .

12.

Sh 1 ff J.

13 .

Apprehension-- To take or seize (a person) by crimi-

c.--

(Speech)

Sheriff of Jefferson County .

nal process.

14.

Skiff boat-- A boat light enough to be rowed and
sometimes steered by an occupant's shifting his
weight called in full St. Lawrence Skiff .

15.

Testator-- A man who leaves a will or testament,
to enforce at his death.

16.

Undersigned-- The person or persons subscribing to,

8

or signing, a document.
17.

Ins tigated-- To be provoked or urged on, chiefly to
bad actions.

18.

Securely ironed-- Covered or protested with iron
p lates.

Not to be evaded.

Hypothesis
During the mid-nineteenth century years, many of the
Negro people held as slaves in Texas made repeated, though
uncorrelated efforts to escape the conditions of bondage.
Among the group were many who did not docilely accept
oppression and denial of human freedom.

A collection and

study of information pertaining to those slaves who were
classified and advertised as "run-a-way" may show some patterns as to sex, age, stature, complexion, physical and
personal traits, apparent intelligence levels, group status
and occupation or work assignments.

Very little, if any,

records have been available which give information dealing
with the slave as an individual.

I feel that many among the

slaves possessed qualities of leadership and aggressiveness .
Some must have been bold and forward with intelligence sufficient to plan ways and means to overcome obstacles and the
courage to make the effort to better individual and group
conditions.

9
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CHAPT.ER II
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF SLAVERY

Introduction to Slavery
Slavery, the state or condition of a slave,
bondage .

is

Slavery in the tull sense of the term implies that

the slave is the property of or at the disposal of another,
who has a right to employ or treat him as he desires.

The

system has been subjected to innumerable limitations and
modifications.

Slavery probably arose at an early period of

the world's history out of the accident of capture in war.
Savages, instead of massacring their captives, found it more
profitable to keep them in servitude.

All the ancient Orien-

tal nations of whom we have any records, including the Jews,
had their slaves .

"The Hebrews were authorized by their law

to possess slaves, not only of other races, but of their own
na tion.

'!he latter were generally insolvent debtors who had

sold themselves through poverty, or thieves who lacked the
means of making restitution.

The law dealt with them far

more leniently than with stranger slaves.

'lhey might be

redeemed, and if not redeemed became free in the space of
seven years from the beginning to their servitude.

Every

fiftieth year a general emancipation of natives occurred. 111
Slavery was a recognized institution among the Greeks

iNew Standard Encyclopedia, Standard Education Society, IX,

1944.

11

from the days of Homer.

The writers, even Plato and .Aris-

totle, assume slavery as a natural condition for inferior
races.

The work was performed generally by captives taken

in war or purchased from Asia Minor and 'lhrace.

Instances

are on record of horrible Spartan massacres of helots to
reduce their military strength.
Slavery was common at Rome.

At an early day the head

of the family might put slaves to death.

In the days of the

empire legal protection was afforded the slaves.
slave was declared murder.
were not to be separated.

very great.
owner.

To

kill a

In the sale of slaves, families
The number of Roman slaves was

As many as 4,000 were held by a single wealthy

Many were trained as gladiators.
"Though the introduction ot Christianity did not do

away with slavery, it tended to ameliorate the condition of

the slave.

The fathers taught that the true slavery is not

that of the body but the slavery of sin; and Chrysostona
thought the apostle did not insist on the suppression of
slavery because it was desirable that men should see how
truly the slave could enjoy the liberty of soul.

Constantine

allowed poor parents to sell their children into slavery.

Justinian, though his constitution drew a very sharp line
between slaves and freemen, did something to promote the
eventual extinction of slavery.

The church excommunicated

slave owners who put their slaves to death without warrant
from the judge.

It was not until the reign of Bas1o in 867,

12

however, that the slaves• contubernium was hallowed by the
blessing of the church.

'lhe number of slaves again increased.

Multitudes were brought into slavery by the barbarian
invaders.

The word slave has been derived from the Slav-

vonic captives of this early day." 2
European slavery took the aspect of serfdom, a condition superior to slavery in that the serf was attached to
the soil.

He was not indeed, at liberty to go elsewhere;

but, on the other hand, his master
sell him to another.

was

not at liberty to

He had certain acknowledged rights,

and this was more particularly the case with the classes of
serfs who were attached to the soil.

England, prior to the

Norman Conquest, a large proportion of the population was
in a servile position, either as domestic slaves or as cultivators of the land.

'lhe humblest was nearly a slave,the

theow; the other, the Ceorl, an irremovable tiller of the

ground.

The powers of' the master over his serf were bound

to pay a fine to the king, and that a serf deprived of his
eye or tooth by his master was entitled to his liberty.
English serfdom was always territorial rather than personal.
After the Norm.an Conquest there were various names
used for the serfs who seem ultimately all to be confounded

1n one class, though originally different.

The villein was

the Anglo-Saxon Ceorl; less comfortably situated was the
bordarie; but the Anglo-Saxon theow was no longer a part of
the system of society.

Soon the difference became at most

13
one of degree, and serf and villein were used almost indiscriminately for the great group ot non-freemen.

They were

incapable of enjoying anything like a complete right to
property, inasmuch as it was held, in accordance with the
principles ot the roman law, that whatever the slave acquired belonged to his lord, who might seize it at his
p leasure.

The master could transfer them to any other

master with the land they tilled.
their freedom.

They could not even buy

They were exempted from military service.

Their most powerful friend was the church.

As late as the

reign of Queen Elizabeth, it was deemed necessary to appoint
a royal Commissioner to inquire into alleged cases ot serfdom in England.

Except among the Turks, who are considered

Asiatic and who still hold slaves, and are expressly permitted by the Koran to do so, European serfdom came to an
end with its abolition in Russia, March 17, 1861.

Tb.is

abolition in Western Europe was a very gradual process.

The

serfs• condition improved gradually but steadily, until he
had all the rights of a citizen save against his lord, who
required from him the customary services in cultivating the
lord's land.

It seems strange that slavery--the holding,

working, and selling of human beings with no more legal
rights than so many cattle--should have had a new growth in
America, the boasted land of freedom, after it had died out
1n civilized countries.

Because of their docility the

Negroes of Africa were introduced into the West Indies as

early as 1503, eleven years after the discovery of .America.
The slave trade was attended with extreme inhumanity; the
ships which transported the Negroes from Africa were over
crowded to such an extent that a large proportion died 1n
the passage.
The treatment of the slave after his arrival in the
New World depended much on the character of his master.

The

Portuguese were pioneers in the nefarious slave trade, but
christian England turned it to the greatest financial gain.
Six hundred and then thousands Negroes were imported in
Jamaica alone.

"Slavery was common in all the colonies

prior to the American Revolution but, it did not pay in the
Northern States.

As soon as it had died practically a

natural death and financial interests were small, humanity
prevailed and slavery was abolished by law." 3
In the Southern States, however, slavery became very
profitable.

Along side the system of faithf'ul servants who

were treated with kindness in health and cared for in sickness and old age and who were attached to the family and to
the family name, arose the terribly tempting evil of rearing
slaves for sale and the profitable working of plantations of
cane and cotton by them.

Slavery was abolished in the

Colonies of Great Britain in 1833.

American slavery was

abolished by the American Civil War, at an expense that

would have paid for the slaves many times over.

Even the

staunchest advocate of slavery under idyllic conditions
would not consent to its restoration. 116

----

African Slave Trade in Texas
11

In its fourfold character of Spanish territory,

Mexican province, Independent Republic and State

or

the

Union, Texas bas a most dramatic history, not the least
interesting phase of which is the trace of the African slave
trade running dimly through each period of its evaluation-even the last, it seems prabable. 118
The beginn1llgs of the traffic here takes one back to
the days when Napoleon, just through juggling w1 th the map
of Europe had begun his weary imprisonment in St. Helena,
and Ferdinand VII was vainly trying to re-establish the
shattered authority of Spain over his revolting American
subjects.
"In Mexico the Spanish cause was staunchly upheld by
a strong party of royalists, and as vigorously contested by
enthusiastic republicans.

During a temporary ascendency of

the latter in 1813, a declaration of independence was issued,
and two years later Manuel Herrera was appointed minister

41Bagene

c.

Barker, "African Slave Trade in Texas, 11 Texas
Historical QUarterly, VI. P• J.45.

16
to the United States--where he received, ot course, no
official attention. 116

"His government being so eclipsed by

the royalist, he took up his residence in New Orleans,
which warmly sympathized with the Mexican rebels and rallied

around him,all of his countrymen who had fled from Mexico,
as well as a considerable number of adventurous .Americans.
With these he determined to wrest at least a foothold from
the tottering Bourbon Empire, and chose that hold to be in
Texas. 117

In the tall of 1816, therefore, with some twelve

or fifte en small vessels, of the self-styled republics of
Mexico, Venezuela, La Plata, and New Granda, he sailed to
the island of Galveston and by the authority of his office
as plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, set up a gove r mnent in which Louis de Aury, a Frenchman, sometimes
commandant-general of the naval forces of New Granada, was
appointed governor, commander of the fleet and judge of the
court of admiralty.
This extraordinary combination of powersDeaury wielded
with the greatest facility and convenience, he issued privateering commissions to bis flotilla, swept the Gulf for
Spanish merchantmen as commodore of the Mexican navy; and
adjudicated the prizes in his own court of _admiralty.

He

plied a brisk business, and among the vessels captured off

6

Ibid., P•

7

Ibid.

J.45.

17
the coasts of the West Indies were many fully laden slavers.
The disposition of these unfortunate cargoes became an urgent problem; tor at Galveston there was no need of them,
and throughout the rest of Texas, inhabited as it was,
chiefly by Indians, there was no better market.

The diffi-

culty was settled by some of DeAury's recruits from the
United States, who smuggled the Negroes into Louisiana and
sold them even in the suburbs of New Orleans.

"Thus Texas

began her novitiate in the traffic as a kind of supply
house for Louisiana. 118
"Other than human merchandise, too, was introduced in
this way; and perhaps there was collusion between DeAury's
men and the revenue officers.

At any rate, on August 1,

1817 the Collector of Customs at New Orleans in a report to
the secretary of state admitted his impotence to remedy "the
most shameful violations of the slave acta as well as our
revenue law • •• by a motley mixture of free boaters and
smugglers, at Galveston under the Mexican flag.""
"But, when DeAury abandoned the island in the summer
of 1817 to join Mina's filibustering expedition against Soto
la Morina, and Jean Lafitte pounced upon it tor his own
headquarters, the smuggling of Africans began in earnest.
Ill.is man had already acquired experience and muoh notoriety

18
as chief of the pirotical establishment of Barratoria, on
the Island ot Grand Terre, some sixty miles west of the
Mississippi delta.

Beginning his separations there in the

early days ot Jefferson's embargo against Great Britain and
France, he maintained himself tor seven years, despite the
repeated efforts of the Louisiana government to dislodge
him. 1110

And 1 t was not until the aid of the United States

was invoked and Commodore Patterson was sent against him in
the summer of 18l4 with a little fleet of gunboats that the
bandits were dispersed.

Some of the largest merchants of

Louisiana were Lafitte's factors, and his goods were handled
almost openly in the streets of New Orleans.

"When Lafitte

resumed at Galveston therefore, in 1817 the industry which
the United States had interrupted in 18l4 and the British
investment of New Orleans had entirely crushed in 181$ his
old commercial affiliations were revived, and his intimate
knowledge of the bays and bayous ot the Louisiana Coast enable
him to defy the ous tom of officers. 1111

11

As

with DeAury the

bulk of his prizes were intercepted off the West Indies, and
a fair proportion of them being slavers, Galveston Island
would quickly have assumed in population the appearance of a
miniature Guinea Coast had not the buccaneers manifested
considerable ingenuity in hurrying their blacks on to the

Ibid., p.

147.

-

l.47.

10

11

Ib1d., P•

19
United States, and by judicious advertising and discriminating canvassing maintained an approximate equilibrium between
the demand and supply. 11 ia
Probably most ot the purchasing in Louisiana was done
from agents who transmitted the orders to Galveston and contracted for the delivery of the Negroes at specified places.
"The most popular of the depots were at the mouths of the
Sabine, Calcasieu, and the Bayou Lafourche and in some of
the numerous inlets of Barataria Bay. 11 1.a
But occasionally careful individuals who preferred to
buy only upon personal inspection went to Galveston and
selected their Negroes, afterwards paying tor them upon
delivery at one of the sub-depositories.
11

Perhaps the most successful salesmen of Lafitte's

plant were three Bowie brothers, Resin P., James, and John J.
By the accounts ot the last, which there seems little reason
to doubt their profits in this trade from 1818 to 1820 were

6500. And when he tells us that the price of Negroes at
Galveston was a dollar a pound, or an average of a hundred
and forty dollars per man, some idea may be obtained of the
magnitude of Lafitte's business. 11 1.•

i a ~ . , p.

1•~.,
13

Ib1d., P•

P•

l.48.
l.48.
l.48.

"Upon one occasion, says

20

the brother, while James Bowie was convoying alone a lot of
slaves through the wilds of Eastern Texas, they escaped from
him as he slept and were captured by a wondering band of

Comanches.

He followed them as tar as the head of the

Colorado River, but was forced to give up the pursuit there
and abandon his property.

It is not likely that the unfor-

tunate Negroes profited by their change of masters, though
the historian Thrall is an author! ty for a statement that in
the early days many Indians of Western Texas wore decidedly
Negroid countenanoes." 18
"one of Bowie's statements, bearing all the ear marks
of truth casts an interesting light upon the defectiveness
of Congressional legislature against the importation of
slaves.

It will be remembered that the bill which President

Jefferson approved on March 2, 1807 to prohibit the slave
trade after January 1st of the following year--the earliest
date possible under the constitution--was like most laws
dealing with slavery, the result of a compromise•

The Com-

mittee which reported the bill had a great deal of difficulty in deciding upon the disposition of Negroes smuggled
in contrary to the law and apprehended by the customs officer.

Chairman Early of Georgia, proposed that they be sold

at auction, and likened such treatment to the sale of
"demijohns of brandy" confiscated under the revenue law.

16

Ib1d., p.

16 Ib1d.

148.

1116

21

One of the members recommended tha. t they be freed, and another that they be returned to Africa; but the last proposition being clearly impracticable and the other two bitterly
objectionalbe to sectional partisans, the committee finally
agreed to recommend the settlement of the question be lef't
to the separate States--which in effect--of course, was an
acceptance of Early's proposal.

And so the law was passed.

"Observe the workings:
• • • most of the Southern States, presumably
passed laws authorizing the sale of the Captives. Bowie avers that he often sold his
Negroes to Louisiana. slave companies, who
wishing to validate their titles to them that
they might safely ship them up the Mississippi,
where a slave brought an average price ot
11000.00 surrendered them to customs officers
who according to the law, resold them as
"imported slaves." 'lhe companies always bought
them back and received, as informers, a rebate
of half their purchase money. 1117
11

At last, in 1821 Lafitte, grown too bold 1n his

privateering was compelled by the United States to evacuate
Galveston, and with his departure ceased f'or a dozen years
the pernicious traffic which he had maintained.

ihat he

was ao long left there unmolested was due to the protests
of the Spanish minister as of'ten as the United States had
threatened action against him.
For though Spain was always the chief' su.f'ferer in his
depredations, she feared relief which could only come as a
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result of foreign interference in the territory which she
claimed as her own.
When the next cargo o:t .Arricans was landed at Galveston, a market had been created tor them in Texas. 1118
Slavery_!!! Texas
"The history of slavery in Texas began with the year
1821, when Moses Austin received permission to plan an Anglo.American colony on the banks of the Colorado and the Brazos
rivers.

'lhere may have been a :few Negroes in the little

towns of Bexar and La Bahia at that time, but the number
must have been insignificant and limited wholly to personal
servants in the families of the well-to-do. 111 e
11

.Moses Austin's perm1 t to establish the first Anglo-

American colony in Texas was granted by Spanish authority.
He was accompanied by a slave to San Antonio, the capitol of
the province, when he made his applioation.uao
'!he coming of the energetic pioneers from the United
States and the development of the rich bottom lands of Texas
marked the beginning of a new era, not only in the history

total rpulation of )005, December 31, 1792, there
were 3 Negroes and 415 Mulattoes; no mention is
made of slaves.
Census of Texas, Texas .Archives, No . 345.
2

°Eugene c. Barker, "The Ini'luence of Slavery in the Colonization of Texas," The southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXIII, 3•
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of Mexico, but in that of America.

The question in this

wilderness, at that time seemingly of interest only to a
few thousand farmers, was soon to engage the attention and
determine the policy of the great neighboring nation.
"Under the Spanish rule in Mexico, Negro slavery was
tolerated and protected.

The conditions, however, were so

unfavorable that the institution never obtained a secure
foothold, and were almost unknown outside of Vera Cruz and
the hot lands.

Even in the most favorable localities and

after the introduction of cane growing, the slaves formed
no considerable element in the population of the country.
As late as

1793, there

were not more than nine or ten thou-

sand in all new Spain. u 2 1.

"H. G. Ward, the British agent

in Mexico in 1825-27, believed that the number did not
exceed six thousand in 1793, and that it continued to decrease until 1827.

So many were manumitted and so many

received their freedom during the long struggle for independence by joining the ranks of the patriot army, that Ward
though he was justified in stating that there is now hardly
a single slave i n the central portion of the republic.

Not

one could be found in the valley of Cuernavaca, or even in
the Orizoba and Cordova regions, which are the great sugar
and coffee districts of Mexico.

2

1122

1.L. G. Bugbee , "Slavery 1n Early Texas," Political Science
Quarterly, XIII, 389-412.
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The petition of Moses Austin for permission to settle
an Anglo-American colony in Texas officially granted in
January, 1821.

No mention was made of slavery in either the

petition or the grant.

It was the intention of Austin, how-

ever, to draw most of his colonists from the southern United
States; and there can be but little doubt that he would have
favored the removal of slaves to Texas as part of the capital of his planters.

But it was not for him to lead the

migration for which he had prepared the way.

The long

journey to San Antonio de Bexar, with its hardships and exposure, resulted in h.is death, and the work of carrying
forward the Colonization of Texas fell to his son.
Stephen Fuller Austin, at once made an exploring tour
through Texas, was recognized as heir to his father's grant
and received the governor's approval of the plan which he had
drawn up for the distribution of lands.

This plan after

making provision tor the head of the family and allowing a
liberal portion for the wife and each child, further provided for a grant of eight acres of land for each slave
belonging to the family.

In approving this plan, the gov-

ernment of Mexico, through its representative in Texas,
acquiesced in and substantially encouraged the introduction
of slaves into the new settlement .

"A great many immigrants

found their way into Texas before the summer of 1822, most

of them bearing contracts signed by Austin or his agents, in
which they were promised land in accordance with the plan
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already mentioned.

They were nearly all from the southern

portion of the United States, and many of them were the
owners of at least a small number of slaves.

Thus it was

that the institution of slavery was introduced into Texas. 1123
Many of the English-speaking settlers in Texas were
slaveholders.

Some had been so when they immigrated to the

new country and others tound it to their advantage to acquire
slaves after arriving in Texas.
this:

There were two reasons for

"Frontier conditions do not f'Urnish a numerous or

cheap wage-earning class, yet cheap labor was essential at
such a time.

Slaves were practically a necessity for the

profitable cultivation of the land in Texas.

In the second

place, it is not likely that Mexican and Indian labor, even
had it been available and cheap, would have been readily
adapted by the Anglo-American settlers.

'lhe indolence and

sensitive pride of the Mexican constituted a combination
that made him undesirable as a laborer."

26

nHowever, the Mexican nation early set its stamp of
disapproval on Negro slavery, though the existing laws on
this subject at the time when Colonization began from the

United states were somewhat ambiguous.

'lhe state constitu-

tion ot Coahuila, Texas, adopted in March, 1827, declared
that from that date no person could be born a slave in the
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Ibid., p. 391.
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Ibid., p. 387.
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state, and that after six month.a that no introduction ot
slaves should take place under any pretext whatever. 11 2 11
"Had this decree been enforced 11terally, 1 t would have
seriously retarded the development of Texas. 1126

The Colo-

nists evaded it by taking advantage of a law passed May
1828, the harmless looking decree of May

S,

S,

1828, which

again opened Texas to slavery, read in part as follows:
!!be Congress of the State of Coahuila and
Texas, attending to the deficiency of workingmen to give activity to agriculture and the
other arts, and desiring to facilitate their
introduction into the state, as well as the
growth and prosperity of the said branches,
has thought proper to decree.
All contracts, not in opposition to the laws
of the State, that have been entered into in
roreign countries between emigrants who come
to settle this State, or between the inhabitants thereof, and the servants and day
laborers or workingmen whom they introduced,
are hereby guaranteed to be valid 1n said
State.a"
If we would fUlly understand to what extent there
was a "deficiency ot workingmen" to facilitate their introduction into the State, we must consider a few other facts
1n connection with the decree just quoted .

"The laborers

needed in Texas were for the opening and cultivation of the

2

eGammel, Laws of Texas, I , PP•

26

~-

47-56 .

Bugbee, Loe. Cit., P• 409.
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great plantations along the river bottoms, for the settlers
of Texas at that time regarded the prairies and uplands
suitable only for cattle raising.

In these bottoms Negro

labor could be employed to tar greater advantage than white
labor, owing to that peculiar physical characteristic of
the Negro which renders h1m almost secure against attacks
of the all-prevalent malaria.

It was Negro laborers, then,

that the decree ragarded as especially desirable. 1128
Not quite a year atter the passage or the decree under
consideration; Austin in a letter to Wharton, said emphatically that, nthe men now in power in this state wish to
tolerate slavery, and that settlers might bring their
Negroes without fear, which recognized the legality of
contracts made between master and servant prior to arrival
in Texas. 1129

'lhe emigrant settler thus merely took the

trouble to make a practically non-terminable contract with
his slaves before he crossed the Sabine.

Under this arrange-

ment, Colonization went on uninterrupted, so far as slavery
was concerned, for two more years.

In view of Mexico's

system of peonage, in some ways undoubtedly worse than
avowed slavery, it is evident that it was the name rather
than the institution to which she objected.

But whether her

attitude was consistent, or merely a gross oversight of the
2 8
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to Wharton, April 24, 1829. (Austin Papers, A.) 32.

28
beam in her own eyes while looking for the mote in her
neighbor's eyes, was a question that did not affect her
feelings toward the actual fact of slavery in Texas .
General Teran, in a letter to President Guadalupe
Victoria, wrote from Nacogdoches in 1828, said :

"If these

laws (abolishing slavery) should be repealed--which God forbid--in a few years Texas would be a powerful state which
could compete in wealth and production with Louisiana. 1130
General Teran ' s observation on the situation in Texas
in 1828 are not only keen and intelligent, but doubly interesting in the fact that he is inclined to respect if not
even admire, the Anglo-American Colonists as a whole
In the words just quoted he implies his personal disapproval of slavery as an institution--a disapproval expressed in no uncertain terms elsewhere in the latter--but
he is at the same time able to grasp the economic importance
of the institution .

In another passage of the same letter

he points out two sources of danger from these slavebolding
citizens .

He says that

11

they are impatient of the restraint

placed upon the development of Texas by anti-slavery laws ,
and that they are also annoyed at the effect of such legislation on the attitude of the slaves themselves.

113

i

In conclu.s ion, the principal facts as to the history
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Teran to Guadalupe Victoria, June 28, 1830.
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of Slavery in Texas are as follows.

Spanish law and the

approval by the governor ot Texas in 1821 of Austin's scheme
for the distribution ot lands opened the way for the introduction of slaves.

In 1823 Austin's efforts in Mexico pre-

vented Iturbides Junta from abolishing slavery and secured
from the body permission for his colonists to bring in their
slaves, through the children born of these slaves in Texas
were to be free at fourteen.

This law was abrogated by the

succeeding government, but Austin's first colony was settled
under it.

"The federal law of July 13, 1824, prohibited the

slave trade, and may possibly be construed to forbid the
further introduction of slaves into Texas, though the authorities in Coahuila and Texas did not so construe it.

The

Acta Constitutiva and the federal constitution ot 1824 were
silent on the subject.

The Constituent Congress of Coahuila

was bitterly hostile to slavery, but the exertions of Bastrop and the Austin's modified that hostility, and the state
constitution adopted by Congress in 1827, allowed immigrants
to bring in their slaves for six months after the promulgation of the document. 1132

According to this instrument the

children of slaves were free at birth.

"In September of the

same year, Congress enacted a law to carry out the provisions of the Constitution, and for the first time (if we
leave out of consideration the ambiguous decree of July 13,
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1824) it became illegal for settlers removing to Texas to
bring their slaves with them. 1133

In 1828 the government of

Coahuila and Texas provided means for evading the law by
legalizing contracts made in a foreign country, and the
American settlers continued to come with their slaves now
called indented servants.

"Attempts by the United States to

purchase Texas, together with Teran 1 s di s closures in 1828,
then aroused the opposition of a few leaders.
April

The law of

6, 1830 made no change in the status of slaves then in

the country. 1134
Slave Protest and Resistance
"Owners of slaves always sought more or less to convey
the impression that their human chattel was docile, tractable, and happy.

This effort became a part of their defense

of the institution, and they went to the extreme in this
representation." 36

Frequently, also, the antislavery forces

contended that the slaves were easily controlled and that
was the explanation for their exploitation by their owners.
Each group in its own way, therefore, was inclined to overstate the case and to refuse to make a realistic appraisal
of the slave's true reaction to his status as a slave.

11

Some

of the manifestations of the slave were superficial and were
for the purpose of misleading his master regarding his real

33

Ib1d., p.

669.

-Ibid.
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom,

34

35

Knopf, New York.

1<)47) P• 20~.

(Alfred A.

31
feeling.

In the process of adjustment he developed innum-

erable techniques to escape work as well as punishment, and
in innumerable instances he was successfu.l." 36

Any under-

standing of his reaction to his slave status must be
approached with the realization that the Negro at times was
possessed of a dual personality, he was one person at one
time and quite a different person at another.
It cannot be denied that as old as the institution of
slavery was human beings had not, by the nineteenth century,
brought themselves to the point of complacency where they
could be subjected to it without protest and resistance.
"Resistance has been found wherever the institution of
slavery existed. 1137

Slave Insurrections were a constant

menace to the safety and security of slavery and the laws provided against the personal liberty of the slave; his freedom
of locomotion; his right to assemble in large numbers except
under the supervision of the master class; his right to purchase fire arms or weapons of deadly warfare--all were enacted
and enforced to prevent the possibility and the effectiveness
of outbreaks for freedom.

Notwithstanding these repressive

measures upon the slave the tendency of which was to make
their bondage more complete and secure, there were many
recorded instances of Negro discontentment and insurrections.

w

Cromwell The Negro In .American History, (The
~erican Ne~ro Academy, Washington, 19!4), 12. See
Appendix.
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"Too frequently, ther e were misunderstanding, suspicion, and
hatred which were mutally shared by master and slave .

In-

deed, they were natural enemies, and on many occasions they
conducted themselves as such. 1138
The brutality which apparently was inherent in a
system of human exploi t a tion exi sted i n every communi ty where
slavery was established .

'lb.e wastef ulness and extravagance

of the plantation system made no exception to human resources.
"Slaves were for economic gain, and ti beati ng them would
increase their efficiency- -and this was generally believed-then the rod and lash should not be spared . 1139

Far from

being a civilizing force, moreover, the plantati on bred
indecency in human relations ; and the slave was the immediate victim of the barbarity of the system which exploited
the sex of the women and the work of everyone .

Finally the

psychological situation which was created by the master- slave
relationship stimulated terrori sm and brutality because the
master felt secure in his position and because he frequently
interpreted his role as calling for that type of conduct .
"Many masters as well as sl aves got the reputation of being
"bad, 11 and their prevalence di d nothing to relieve the tension
which everywhere seemed to be mounting as the institut ion
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developed. "4t O

II

.uJ.e 1 aws that were for the purpose of pro-

llT1..

tecting the slaves were few and were seldom enforced.

It

is almost impossible to secure a conviction of a master who
mistreated his slave. 11 •1.
It may be said, therefore, that cruelty was an innate
inextricable part of American Negro slavery for these peculiar machines possessed of the unique quality of human
beings, reason, had to be maltreated, had to be made to
suffer physical cruelty, had to be chained and lashed and
beaten into producing for profit .

The letter was the rea-

son for their existence and incorrigibility, protest, disobedience, discontent, rebelliousness, were had in themselves and disastrous as examples.

"Instead of the slave

value preventing cruelty it was exactly because of that
value, and that greater value to produce where forced, that
cruelty existed . 11 •

2

It is manifestly impossible here to offer the thousands of instances of this information that fills journals,
newspapers, historical quarterly's travelers• reports and
court records.

One may, however, offer certain examples,

which in their nature, or in their manner of reporting,

4toib1d., p. 205.
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indicate the existence of widespread and often horrible
cruelty.

Without presenting this, the nerve-racking and

body searing reality of enslavement, one had neglected what
undoubtedly was a major factor in provoking the state of
desperation, that leads men and women to contemplate and
undertake attempts at escape, or runaway.

Some outbreaks

were specifically attributed to the direct interference of

abolitionist.

A man described as an "Ohio Abolitionist" named

Davidson, was declared to be implicated in a serville plot

1n Lavaca County, Texas, and suffered one hundred lashes. 11413
11

In Texas an abolitionist preacher was hanged a few

miles from Ft. Worth and another who fled the State was
captured in Arkansas and brought back to the same fate for
allegedly having incited Negroes to Revolt. 11 • •

Similar

events were to be found occurring in "Columbus, 11 •

15

Brazor1a,"•e

11

.,Houston, " 6 ., Washington County, •e and other sections ot
Texas. 68

•axorpville Kentuckr, Eagle, December 13, 1856, cited by
Harv;y Wish, 'The Slave Insurrection Panic of 1856, 11
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641

James Farber, Texas c. S. A. The Jackson Company, New
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To the demonstrations or brutality as well as to the
very institution ot slavery itsel.f' the Negro reacted in
vario\18 ways•

'lhanks to the religion ot his master, he

could be philosophical about the whole thing and escape
through ritual and song.

His emphasis on other worldliness

in his songs certainly suggested grim dissatisfaction with
his worldly status.
Promised Land, 11

11

"Dere's A Great Camp Meetin' in de

Look Away 1n

De

Heaven, Lord,"

11

Fo 1 :t.1y

Souls Goin' to Heaven Jes I Sho I s You Born, 11 and "Heaven,
Heaven, Everybody Talk1n 1 Bout Heaven Aint Goin' There,"
are only a few of the songs which slaves sang in the hope
that their burdens would be relieved in the next world.

As

long u he was in this world he had to make the most ot the
un!'avorable situation by loafing on the job, feigning illness in the fields and on the auction block and engaging in
an elaborate program of sabotage.

"The slave was so hard on

the farming tools that special ones were developed for
him. neo

He drove the animals with a cruelty that suggested

revenge and he was so ruthless in his destruction ot the
crops that most careful supervision was necessary to ensure
their survival until harvest time.

He burned forests,

barns, and homes to the extent that members of the patrol

were frequently fearrul of leaving home lest they be visited

00John

Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom, (Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, 1941;, P• 206.

with revenge in the form ot the destruction ot their property by tire.

Self-mutilation and suicide were popular forms ot
resistance to slavery .

Slaves cut oft their toes, hands,

and mutilated themselves in other ways so as to render them-

selves ineffective as workers .

One slave carpenter for exam•

ple, cut off one of his hands and the fingers on the other
hand when he learned that he was to be sold down the river.
'lhere were several instances of slaves having shot themselves
1n the hand or toot, especially upon being recovered after

running away.

'lhe number of suicides seems relatively large

and certainly wide spread.

'lhe most decided manifestations ot slave dissatis-

faction and the tyranny ot the system are revealed by the
advertisements for runaway slaves which ran regularly
through the local press of the State.
'lhe foregoing is evidence of the solemn declaration

of the Negro slave against the institution of slavery and
his means or methods serving to oppose the same.

37

CHAPTER III
AN ANALYSIS OF ADVERTISEMENTS POR RUNAWAY SLAVES IN TEXAS

Among the one hundred and seventy-six advertisements
analyzed 1n this study there appeared tour different types
that obviously might be placed into four categories (a) Warning; (b) Apprehension; (c) Runaway; {d) Notice of Valuable

Negroes at Public Auction.
We may probably get a better conception of the types

ot advertisements published from an observation of the examples of each type that follows:
Austin-January

4,

(a) Texas State Gazette-

1854.
Boy Out

About the 1st instant, my Negro boy, Charles,
absconded, and has not since been heard ot.
Said boy is subject to attacks of "convulsions"
and was probably under the influence of that
disease when he went away.
My chief object in issuing this notice is to
warn persons to be on their guard in approaching
him while in that condition, as he is then
entirely unmanageable and dangerous, it force
is attempted upon him.
I will give a reasonable reward for information or the whereabouts of said Negro, but will
not ask any one to arrest him as there would be
danger in the attempt, to do so. Said Negro is
black, large, and very stout, about 24 years ot
age, and has an unusually flat nose particularly so just between the eyes.
Information may be given at the office ot Dr.
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A. L. Lott, or at the State Gazette Office.
Georges. Hughes

Austin, January

4,

1854-

(b) Texas State Gazette-Austin-January 19, 1856
Runaway Slave
ihere was committed to the county jail of
Tyler County, Texas on the 7th day of October,
A. D. 1856, a Negro man slave named Charles.
Black complexion, aged about 32 or 33 years
of age, 5 feet, 7 or 8 inches high, weighs
about 165 pounds. Charles has a scar over the
left eye about two and one half inches long, a
scar on the back of his head and on the left
hand near the third joint or the thumb.
Charley is square built and has a very
pleasant countenance. He said he belonged to
Robert Reed in Arkansas where he died, that
after his master's death, he tried to make it
to Travis County, near Austin where his young
mistress, Amanda, daughter of his master,
R. Reed, deceased now resided as he supposes
that she is married to James Moore in Arkansas
and removed to, near Austin, some 3 years since.
The boy is a rough carpenter.
The owner will prove property, pay charges,
and take him away or he will be sold according to law.

Wm. B. Gray--Sheriff Tyler County
By his deputy--L. Walters
(c) Texas National Register-Washington-January 11, 184lt-.
$1200 Reward
Ranaway from the Falls, on the Brazos about the
first instant, the following Negroes to wit:
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Albert, Jack, and Reuben, the property of
the subscriber. Archy, Paul, and Charles,
the property of Jarrett Menefee. They
have taken with them four of my fine blooded
mares, a large pacing horse, and about
twenty head of common horses, belonging to
the subscriber, and are making toward Mexico.
It is supposed that there is some white man or
Mexican at their head.
Six hundred dollars will be paid in good
property at cash valuation, upon delivery of
the Negroes and horses at the Falls of the
Brazos, and the same amount for the apprehension and delivery of any person concerned
in seducing them away.
Robert H. Porter
January

5, 1845.

(d) Telegraph and Texas Register-Houston-November 19, 1853.
Valuable Negroes At Public Auction
Will be sold at public auction, to the
highest bidder, without reserve, in the
town of Natchitoches, on Saturday the 3rd
day of December next, two valuable Negro
men, viz: William, aged about 32 years,
a first rate cotton-picker, good axe man,
smart, sound in every particular and fully
guaranteed. Sam aged about 30 years,
fully guaranteed as to health, and title.
He is inclined to take to the woods when
tightly pressed, and has not resolution
or moral firmness to resist temptation
of appropriating his own use when hungry,
a sack of meal, or other edibles--the
title to which might be vested to another.
He is smart and active, a first rate cottonpicker and axe man.

Terms

One half oash, the other half payable on
the lat of April, 1854. The purchaser or
purchasers to give notes with approved
security i .n solid hearing interest rates
at 8 per cent per annum from maturity till
paid, payable to the order of the undersigned, auctioneer or bearer with mortgage
and vendor's privileges retained, .further
to secure the payment of said notes.
The Negroes can be seen at the sand mill
of W. L. Harris, above Compte.
Will be sold also, at the same time and
place, 12 or 14 head of horned cattle.
'lhe cattle will be sold for cash, as they
run in the woods .
D. H. Boullt
Auctioneer
November 19, 1853

Of the foregoing findings herein obtained, it is
revealed that there were one hundred and eight advertisements tor runaways, sixty-five advertisements were apprehension, two were sales for valuable slaves and one a

warning of precaution against determined force on the part
of the slave .
Personal Factors
What factors were oonnnon among the runaway slaves?
Were there personality traits which may be considered typical
among those who dared to venture?

Was age or sex a factor?

Was the runaway average in size and physical build?

Were

factors such as name, complexion and "peer" status signifi-

cant where related to efforts to identify and locate individuals or groups?

Was there connection between acquired

skills and the effort to seek self sufficiency?

Were there

factors which seemed to improve chances to succeed in escape?

The effort is made, through a study of the advertise-

ments for runaways, to reconstruct the mythically average
runaway slave and to isolate and analyze those factors which

were most common to the greatest number.

Such a study may

help to answer most of the foregoing questions.
'.Ihe Names of the Runaways
The names claimed by or givan to the runaway slave
seem to carry no particular significance other than for the
purposes of individual identification.

In general, only a

first name is listed which possibly served as the identifying sound to which the slave responded.
Among the two hundred and forty-two subjects listed
in one hundred and seventy-six advertisements, two hundred
and twenty-six are listed by a first name of the American
type:

i.e., Frank, Harriet, and John.

Six are indicated

by a single name which may be African in background, i.e.,
Gum.by, Zow, and walo-Sha.

Two are listed merely as African

or African Negroes and twelve are not listed at all by name.
In only two cases is the runaway identified by a
surname.

ihe listing below indicates the practice to legal-

ly identify a majority of the slaves by the surname of the
current master or owner.

A RUNAWAY NEGR0 1
Was taken up and conmitted to jail in Gillespie
County on the 26th ot September, 1852. He is
about 25 years of age, 5 feet two inches high,
veey black, says his name is Newborn Taylor, and
belongs to Cameron Taylor, of Bastrop. 'lhe
owner is hereby notified to come forward, prove
property, pay charges and take away the said
Negro.
George Freeman
Sheriff, Gillespie County
October 16, 1852
!!he consistency of the single name usage is par-

ticularly indicated in advertisements which indicate that a
complete family including mother, father, and children was
involved in the escape attempt.

Here again only first names

are listed.
il50.00 REWARD--EIGHT NEGRO RUNAWAYS
Ran away from the subscriber living in Sm1 th
County, Texas, fourteen miles from the town ot
Tyler, on the night of l4th of September, 1850,
eight Negro slaves, described as follows to wit:
One Negro man, named John about 30 or 35 years
old, and uses his left hand tor his right, two
ot his upper teeth out on the left side, weighs
170 or 175 pounds. Another man by the name of
Rye, about 25 years old, near six teet high, a
bunch of bear on his chin. A woman named
Rachael, aged between 25 and 30 years, 1n
pregnancy and with six or eight weeks of going
to bed. A boy about twelve years old by the
name of Wash, also left-handed. A girl named

1

'lb.e Texaa State Gazette, October 30,

1852.
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Kary, about 9 years old. Another girl by
the name of Mandy, about 7 years old, her
upper front teeth are out, a boy about
4- 1/2 years old, named Frank, very black,
has a stoppage in his speech, when spoken
to, by a stranger, another boy 2 1/2 years
old, named Dick, but usually called Jeff by
the other Negroes, copper colored.
The two Negroes first named have, one a
musket, and the other a rifle gun, fling
rocks. The rifle is branded Tryon. If they
have not been decoyed off by some white man,
I suppose the Negroes are making for the
Wichita mountains and aim to get within the
Indians. Before the Negroes lift they
inquired for the road leading to the Cross
Timbers.
To any person taking up said Ne~roes and
safely keeping them, I rlll give fl00.00 or
I will give $1$0.00 U' delivered to me in
Sm1 th County.

Lewis Todd
Sm.1th Cowity, Texas

-

Sex

or

the two hundred and forty-two runaway slaves

listed in the advertisements studied only twenty-two or 9.08
per cent of the total were females;

90.92 per cent of those

who made the efforts to escape were males.
Many factors may have contributed to this distribution (a) The male slave was probably assigned to the more
difficult tasks and thua more logically sought escape from
the physical hardships, (b) AB

11

field labor" the males found

more opportunity to initiate exeape efforts and greater
chance to make good the effort.

Still only one hundred
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fourteen of the two hundred twenty males who attempted or
made good the escape made the attempt alone.

One hundred

six are listed in groups, or, more rarely, family efforts

to runaway.

(c) The female slaves held more direct the

responsibility ot the family and the care and protection ot
offspring.

Of the twenty-two .females involved in this study

only eight attempted the escape alone.

In two cases the

slave mother escaped with children; in six cases the female
slave was with the family or a man presumed to be the husband
and in three cases with a party of adult men.

Included among

the children mentioned are three females; (d) The female
slave was more frequently engaged in housework or other
personal service which brought them into frequent contact
with the masters or overseers; (f) 'Ihe males probably felt
more able to cope with the uncertainties.

'lhe ages of two hundred and fourteen slaves are distributed among one hundred and seventy-six ot the advertisements.

In twenty-eight other cases no mention was made of

the age ot the runaway.
A definite age is shown for one hundred and eighty of
the individual slaves.

In only thirty-tour cases is an

indefinite age shown such as nine or ten years or twentyfive to thirty years of age.

'Ihis would indicate that, in a

majority of the cases, rather specific records were kept as
related to the age of the individual slave.

The ages of

those slaves who escaped or who were listed as members ot an
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escape party varied trom the youngest at five months ot age
to sixt,- years

ot age.

The largest concentration falls

between a high of thirty-two individuals at twenty-five
years and the second group ot twenty-one individuals at the
age of thirty years of age.

Seventy-five of the ages listed

in the advertisements tall between twenty-five or thirty
years of age.

Forty-three of the runaways were leas than

twenty-one years of age.

Twenty-three fall into the eighteen

to twenty year old bracket.

Fifteen were forty years old and

only eleven above that age.
These findings reveal that one third of the runaway
slaves were in the aature prime of life.

At th.la age there

is the greatest will and ability to take active steps to do
something about undesirable conditions which are typically
associated with the slave status.

The old slaves possibly

became reconciled to their fate or the life expectancy of
the group may be a considered factor.
Descriptive Features
Descriptive features included in advertisements pertaining to runaway slaves were largely intended as aids in
identUications.
First, the slave owner attempted to describe his
property in deta11 , thus Seeking to affect and assure early
apprehension of the runaway.

Second, under the law existing

during this period, public officials or others who apprehended
any slave were required to advertise, such apprehension and
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to give detailed description of slaves held, prior to f'urther disposition of the property.

Third, the slave who was

stolen, or otherwise held against his will, and the runaway
who fell into the hands of those who did not desire to
return him to his owner, may have been incorrectly or inadequately described.
Information contained in the advertisements studied
tend itself to grouping under four categories--(1) Physical
characteristics, (2) Physical defects, (3) Personal accomplishments, and (4) Personality traits.
1.

Physical Characteristics
The following physical characteristics or runaway

slaves are used as descriptive features in advertisements:
size, height, skin, color, approximate weight, general

bodily build, posture and carriage, type of hair, extent of
muscular development, facial features, such as eyes, nose,
lips, ears, and teeth.
One hundred seventy-six advertisements list the skin
color of the runaway slave.

The skin colors ranged from

"very black, 112
2Telegraph and Texas Register, August 5, 1837; Telegraph and
Texas Register, September 23, 1837; The Texas Sentinel March 4 1840· The Mornib': Star, December 8,
The Mo~ni~ Star, July , 184'.o; The Mornin~
Star; April 16,84-0; The Mornin~Star, July 4,840;
°TheMorni
star, July 3, 1840;
e Morning Star,
March 6 ~ l • The Morning Star, March 16, 1841; 'lhe
Texas S;ntinei, April 15, 1841; 'lhe Texas Gazette, .
0 t b 30 1852· The Texas Gazette, October 2, 1852,
T~l~g~~ph :..0d Te~as Register, June 8, 1837; The

nmo•
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to "griffe color," 3 copper color, 4 mulatto, 6

and

Northern Standard, July 8, 1843; The Northern Standard, March 23, 1843; 'Ihe Northern Standard, May 18,
Tim:3; The Northern Standard, June 8, 1843; The
Northern Standard, September 21, 1843; TexaaNational
Re~lster, August 14, 1845; The Northern Standard,
Fe ruary 6, 1845; Texas National Refiister, January
11, 1845; Texas National Re~iater,ovember 15, 1845;
The Northern Standard, Marc 25, 1846; The Northern
Standard, March 20, 1847; The Northern Standard,
J anuary 30, 1847; 'lhe Texas Banner, May 26, 1849;The
Texas State Gazette, November 2, 1~50; '!he Texas State Gazette, August 17, 1850; The Texas State
Gazette, December 7, 1850; The Texas State Gazette,
November 15, 1851; The Texas State Gazette, April 19,
1851; The Texas State Gazette, October 4, 1851; 'Ihe
Texas State Gazette, October 25, 1851; The TexasState Gazette, December 25, 1852; The Texas State , Gazette, October 2, 1852; The Texas State Gazette,
November 13, 1852; The Texas State Gazette, September
25, 1852; The Texas State Gazette, December 25, 1852;
llle Texas State Gazette, March l9, 1853; The Texas
State Gazette, November 28, 1853; The Texas State
Gazette, December 30, 1853; The Texas State Gazette,
April 12, 1851; The Texas State Gazette, April 22,
1854; fue Texas State Gazette, March 28, 1854; The
Texas State Gazette, September 23, 1854; 'lhe Tew
State Gazette, July 29, 1854; The Texas State
Gazette, April 29, 1854; The Texas State Gazette,
April 21, 1854; The Texas State Gazette, June 16,
1855; The Texas State Gazette, January 19, 1856;
The Texas State Gazette, November 15, 1856; 'lhe Texas
State Gazette, April ii, 1857; The Texas State Gazette, February 17, 1857; The Texas State Gazette,
Ly 9, 1857; '.Ihe Texas State Gazette, May 23, 1857;
'lhe Texas State Gazette, June 13, 1$7.
aTelegraph and Texas Register, February 10, 1838; Telegraph
and Texas Register, March 10, 1838; The Morning srar,
June 4, 1840; The Texas State Gazette, February 24,

1851.
"The Texas State Gazette, October 2, 1852; 'lhe Northern

Standard Jul7 24, 1844; Texas National Register,
August
18q.5; '.Ihe Texas Banner, January 30, 1847;
'lbe Texas State Gazette, May 25, 1850; The Texas
State Gazette November 22, 1851; The Texas State
~azette, bece~ber 25, 1852; '.Ihe Texas State Gazette;

14,
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light yellow. e
Worthy of notice is the following advertisement:
THE TEXAS STATE GAZETTE, AUSTIN, TEXAS, FEBRUARY 17, 1855
COMMITTED
Two runaway slaves have been apprehended and
committed to the county jail of Fannin County, Texas.
One a woman aged about 45, of a very light mulatto
complexion, nearly white hair straight, but short
and mixed with grey. Spare made, fine spoken is
about 5' 2 1/2" high, weighs about 120 lbs. and
says her name is Doshy Wallace. The other girl
aged about 15, claims to be her daughter, nearly
white hair long and straight 5' 2 11 high, weighs
about 110 lbs, and says her name is Elizabeth. They
say they belong to Jessie Paxton of Washington
Farrish Louisiana.
William A. Routh
Sheriff of Fanni.n County~ Texas

October 2, 1852; 'lhe Texas State Gazette, February 21,
1852; The Texas State Gazette, Juiy 15, 1854; The
Texas State Gazette~ June 20, 1854,.; The Texas 'mte
Gazette, June
18 5; The Texas State Gazette, September 20,185; 'lhe Texas State Gazette, April 5,
1856.

b'

8

Telegraph and Texas Reeister, July 1, 1837; Telegraah and
Texas Register, cto6er 4, 1837; Telegraph an Texas
lt~!ster, January 20, 1838; The Northern StandardB4
J y 27, 1843; Texas National Re,lster, June 5, l 5;
'Ihe Texas State Gazette, August 1, 1850; 'lhe Texas
State Gazette, September 28, 1850; 'lhe Texas State
~azette, December 14, 1850; 1:he Texas State Gazette,
October 41 1851; The Texas State Gazette, October 2,
1852; The Texas State Gazette, November 13, 1852;
The Texas State Gazette~ ,April 8, 1854-; The Texas
State Gazette, May 6,154; The Texas State Gazette,
February 17, 1855; The Texas State Gazette, June 9,
1855; The Texas State Gazette, June 16, 1855, la!
Texas State Gazette, January 19, 1856.

en:i.e Texas State Gazette, February 13, 1830; Telegraph and
Texas Register, August 5, 1837; Tele~aph and Texas
tieglster, February 17, 1838; Telegraf and Texas
Register, May 30, 1838; The Morning tar, May 29, 184O.
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Twelve of the advertisements variously described the

men as either "stout made, 11 ' ''very large, 118 "heavy built, 11 e
"stout and in proportion, '110 "stout heavy set, 11 1. 1

11

stout,

and heavy, n1..2 "stout able bodied, 1113 "very stout made, ru.•
"heavy made and very heavy muscles, 11 1. 15
"well made. 1117

11

strong made, 1116 and

Interesting to note was Isaac who had a com-

bination of physical assets,

11

broad shoulders, muscular,

gigantic in form weighing over 200 pounds, very strong and

The Morniaff: Star, May 25, 1840; 'lhe Morni~ Star,
Ma,. 13, 1 o; ifiie Northern Standard, Novemer 20,
1844; The Texas Banner, June 23, 18~9; The Texas
State Gazette, April 12, 185l;'lrhe Texas State
Gazette, September 13, 1851; The Texas State
Gazette, April 5, 1851; The Texas State Gazette,
August 23, 1851; 'lhe Texas State Gazette, April 15,
1854; The Texas State Gazette, August 12, 1854;
The Texas State Gazette, March 10, 1855; The Texas
State Gazette, November 15, 1856; The Texas State
Gazette, July 25, 1857; The Dallas Herald, Juiy lO,

1858.

7

The Matagorda Bulletin, September 6, 1837.

8

The Morning Star, April 16, 1840.

QThe Morning Star, July 3, 1840.
10 'I'he

MorniA£5 Star, July 6, 1840.

11'I'he

Northern Standard, March 23, 184).

12 The

Northern Standard, July 27, 1843.

iaThe Northern Standard, July 8, 1843.
1 •The

Northern Standard, November 20, 1844.

16 The

Northern Standard,, February 11, 1846.

18 The

Texas State Gazette, March 28, 1854.

The Texas State Gazette, May

17

9, 1857.

50
as resolute and daring as his is powerfu1. 11 1e
Another group of descriptive physical characteristics were possessed by

11

Sam, 11

11

who was bald headed with

squint eyes, 1119 "Sanco, 11 with small eyes, inclined to discharge matter from the corners, 20

11

Francis, 11 who rather

resembled the Indian (has some Indian blood in her) eyes
red, 21 unusual was one Negro mother who

11

was somewhat in-

clined to carry her head sideways·, also is a 11 ttle crosseyed. 1122
Other descriptive aids were, listed as "Elliok, 11
had a dish face, 11 ~ 3
low forehead." 26
apart, 112 e

11

11

Bob 11 has a very large mouth and very

"Titus's" two front teeth are very wide

Walo-Sha" whose teeth are very broad and not very

close to each other, 1128 and "Aaron 11 had a very fine set of
teeth. 27

Particularly noteworthy was

11

Bob

11

who had black

teeth, much scattered. 28

18'.Ihe

Texas State Gazette, January 22, 1853.

19

'.Ihe Morning Star, May 29, 1840.

20

'.Ihe Morning Star, July 4, 1840.

21

'.Ihe Northern Standard, November 20, 1844.

22 The

Texas State Gazette, September 28, 1850.

23 The

Texas State Gazette, April 12, 1851.

26 The

Texas State Gazette, April 12, 1851.

2

&Texas National Register, August

28

14,

1845.

'lhe Northern standard, January 30, 1847.

27 Texas

National Register, September

25, 1845•
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Among another listing of physical characteristics of
advertisements mentioned "Arthur" straight in his walk, his
left ankle larger than the other, 28

11

Abram 11 with a quick

shuffling walk., 30 "Sam" has the third toe disfigured., being
now rather erect, 3 l

11

Ned 11 has a stiff leg and lame in the

right hand, 32 and "Caesar's" left ankle affected with
rheumatism, making hi.a quite lame at times. 33
ment mentioned

11

One advertise-

Planner 11 with sharp features., 15 • and

with a flat nose and thick lips . 36

11

Tom 11

In instances where the

runaway was advertised as a mulatto or light yellow he was
considered to have

II

curly than kinky. 1138

straight hair, or bushy hair., rather
Slightly different from other adver-

tisements denoting physical characteristics was the one in
which "John.," was described as having some scars on the

28 The
28

Northern Standard, July 8., 1843 .

Tele13ra;eh and Texas Re5ister, September 23, 1837.

3oThe Texas State Gazett~., May 25, 1850.
3

1.The Texas State Gazette, June 16., 1855.

a 2 The Texas State Gazette, November 15, 1856.
33
3

The Dallas Herald, July 10., 1858.

•Telegraph and Texas Register, March 10, 1838.

36

The Texas State Gazette., April

5,

1856.

Texas State Gazette, October 4, 1851; The Texas State
Gazette., October 2, 1852; The Texas State Gazette,
F b
17 1855 · The Texas State Gazette, April 14,
1855~ar4e T~xas State Gazette., July 25, 1837.
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left side of his ne ck occasioned by Scrofula when a boy.37
Heights of the runaway slaves ranged from
2

11
•

4'5"

to

6'

One third of the total number was be tween 5 •8 11 with

the largest single group , thirty-two individuals at 5 1 10 11 •
Weights for males ranged from one hundred thirty
pounds t o two hundred pounds.

Twenty-eight weighed between

one hundred sixty pounds and one hundred seventy-five pounds.
Weigh"tBfor four females were listed as one hundred t en pounds,
one hundr e d t wenty pounds and two weighed one hundred twentyfive pounds.
Physically, the typical runaway slave was male,
twenty-five to thirty years of age, approximately 5'10 11 in
height, weight, one hundred seventy pounds, rather large in
bodily build and very dark as regards to skin color.
Physical Defects
Invaluable, too, were the physical defects of the
runaway by which the slave masters tended to use as additional aids in the advertisements for the apprehension of
the slave.
From among the one hundred seventy-six advertisements
under study, fifty insertions revealed the slaves' physical
defects.

Typ ical examples were:

"Will" had a scar on his

forehead, as "Adam" has lost about one half of the forefinger

37 The
38

Texas State Gazette, September 7, 1850 .

The Texas State Gazette, February 13, 183°·
statute, see appendix B.

For Texas
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on the left hand, 38 "Arch" an African has some scars on his
forehead , also some scars on each side of his cheek, and a
long foot." 0 "Iona" scarred on the face and each side of his
cheek and very much cut and a.carred round his neck, 41
"Authur" "his left ankle is larger than the other occasionally walks a 11 ttle lame, n,us "George" has red eyes and
large whiskers," 3

11

Luke 11 has a scar over the right eye about

three inches long caused by a blow from a mulatto.••
by"

"Shel-

11

h as a long scar on the right eye slanting toward the

nose. 11 "

8

11

Julia" has some small scars on her neck and

sboulders, 66 "Gabriel 11 bas no marks visible except a small
scar on his left ear, one on his left hand, supposed to be a
burn, and three small scars on his face." 7

"Henry" has a

scar on the left arm, chin and forearm, all occasioned from
a burn, 68 "Frederick," alias Fred, has lost one of his upper

38 The
" 0

Texas State Gazette, February 13 , 1830.

Telegraph and Texas Register, August

41 Telegraph

and Texas Register, August

5,
5,

1837.
1837.

42

Telegraph and Texas Register, September 23, 1837 •

43

Telegraph and Texas Register, September 23, 1837.

44 Telegraph

and Texas Register, October

14,

l837.

elegraph and Texas Register, January 20, 1838.
"eTelegraph and Texas Register, February 10, 1838.
65T

47 Telegraph
48

and Texas Register, July 2l, 183 8 •

The Morning Star, May 13, 184o.
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front teeth,
"Quintice,

11

48

"Sarah" has a scar on one of her cheeks,& 0

has a tooth out in front,

151

"Francis" has some

few scars on her back scarcely perceivable, 152 "Ben 11 has a
scar from a burn on the inside of the right wrist and arm, 156
11

John 11 has his front teeth out, 15 ._ "Titus," speaks very

broken, has lost some of his front teeth, and
two

front teeth very wide apart. 1515

11

Dick 11 has

"Beverly, 11 has some

scars on his back also some scars on his left arm between
11

the elbow and wrist, 156

Walo-Sha has the first joint of one

of his fore fingers a little bent down caused by a cut from
an axe when small, 1167

11

Nathan 11 has scars on his back and one

under the cap of the right knee, 158 "Ben" stammers a 11 ttle
when spoken to. 158
Accomplishments~ Slaves
It is noticeably revealing in the content of many

8

4, 1840.
60
Tb.e Morning Star, .March 6, 184!.

•

The Morning Star, June

151

Texas National Register, March 16, 184l.

62

The Northern Standard, November 20,

1844.

1845.
64
Texas National Register, February l, 1845.
66
Texas National Register, August 14, l845.
158
Texas National Register, November 15, 1845.
67
The Northern Standard, January 30, 1 847•
68
The Northern StandardJ January 30, 1847 •

63

Texas National Register, January 11,

68

The Texas Banner, May

26, 1849•
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advertisements that the slave masters gradually became
alerted to the fact that many slaves possessed definite
accomplishments.
These wer e listed as additional bases for identification of the runaway particularly where no feature of countenance or manner could be considered outstanding.
In most instances the master's attempt did not reveal the accomplishments.

Even to acknowledge the achieve-

ments of the slave was the beginning of a new experience
for the owner.
Typical of this type of advertised information fol"George," is a very smart, sensible Negro and will

lows:

make his escape unless securely 1roned; 60 "Julia" speaks
French and English, 61 while
and Spanish well. 62

11

11

Sambo 11 speaks broken English

Henry" speaks the French language, and

upon the whole is a very pert smart boy, 63 "Bob" has a good
address, 6 " 11Walo-Sha" speaks the Shawnee language entirely,60

11

Ja1n" is quite an intelligent and polite Negro having

been a waiter 1n a hote1, 66

80 Telegraph

Revealing was a three year old

and Texas Register, September 23, 1837.

61Telegraph and Texas Register, February 10, 1838a
62 The
63
6

Texas Sentinel, April 15, 18!µ..

The Morning Star, May 13, 1840.

•The Northern Standard, July 8, 1843 .

66The

Northern standard, January 30, 1847•
66 The Texas State Gazette, December 25, 185 2 •
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girl who was "a very likely smart child; 1167 unusual was
"Ned, 11 wh o spe ak s qui c kly and confidently, and it is probable he is provided with a free pass so as to t ravel through
Arkansas and Texas, or he may be aiming for a free state . 68
Martin or 11 Tom 11 {the advertiser was not sure of the s l ave 's
name) "speaks Creole French and broken English 11 ,

8

e

"Davy"

had a free pass when he left, supposed to be i n company
with some rascally white person, 70 "Sam" speaks broken English, but Mexican fluently . 71 Most revealing was that
Negroes "attempted to pass for white or free men.

Among

a dark mulatto boy named "Ben, 11
who will no doubt endeavor to pass for a free man. 72
these advertisements were,

11

11

Dlddam, 11 it is believed, will try to pass for a white

man, 73 "AQ.am" is passing himself off as a free man. u

It can-

not be ascerta ined whether or not more slave masters observed
accomplishments in their s laves.

It is probable that some

felt that it would have little or nothing to do with his
apprehension or recovery.
s?Tb.e Texas State Gazette.z September 28, 1850 .
seThe Texas State Gazette , February 5, 1853.
eeTb.e Texas State Gazette, May

15, 1854-

7oThe Texas State Gazette, May 6, 185471The Texas State Gazette , June 16, 1855.
July 1, 1837°
72T
elesra12h and Texas Resister,
73 Texaa National Resister, June 5, 184.5°
7

~The Texas St ate Gazette, November 15, 1851.
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Personality Traits
Personality descriptions of runaway slaves were used
extensively in most of the advertisements studied .

The

attempts were made to list the typioal reaction of the individual slave in his personal contacts under given situations,
Personality traits were listed for seventy of the two hundred and forty-two individual runaway slaves .

This was

another technique through which the masters or slave owners
attempted to better identify their chattel and thus effect
their r e turn with the least possible effort and expense .
Twenty- one of the seventy advertisements described
the runaway to possess such personal traits as "Arch, 11 is
a gre at r ascal .

7 e1

"Ben, 11 is forward in his manners , and when

in liquor (which he is very fond of) impudent .
was at"fable in his manner,

77

11

76

"Gabriel,"

Planner" had no mark or trait

recollected, except that he is extremely polite addressi ng
everyone a s e ither young or o ld mas t er.
spoken. 7 8

78

"Sarah 11 is quick

"Charles" is quite likely and quick spoken,

80

"George" is brisk in his conversation, while Harriet is quick

ele~raEh and Texas Resister, August 5, 1837.
?eTele~raEh and Texas Resister, February 17, 1838.

715T

77

TelesraEh and Texas Resister, July 21 , 1838.

78

The Morning Star, July

78

Th.e Morning Star, March

80

The Texas State Gazette, October 16, 18 52 •

4, 184o.
6, 184l .
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spok en, a 1 "Brown n i s very quick spoken, 82 "Ellick 11 is quick
spoken and has a good countenance, 83 "John" has a pleasing
Countenance, 841

11

Adam" was sprightly in his speech, ae

slightly different was ''Green" who has rather a surely look
11

when spoken to . 86

Ned 11 when spoken to has an averted look,

but speaks quickly and confidently. 87
countenance. 80

11

"Bob 11 has a smiling

Bill 11 has a free open countenance and

quite sprightly, 81

11

Quintice 11 is very communicative, 82

"Lewis" is active and intelligent, 83 while

11

Eli 11 has a

remarkably good countenance, and is quite intelligent . 841
Slightly to the contrary of the foregoing personality traits
mentioned that were possessed by the runaway slave were the

81

The Texas State Gazette, November 13, 1852 .

82

The Texas State Gazette, December 25, 1852.

83

The Texas State Gazette, October

0

4, 1851.

•Tb.e Texas State Gazette, February 24,

1851.

88

Tb.e Texas State Gazette , February 21, 1852.

86

Tb.e Texas Banner, May

26, 1849.

5, 1853 .

87 The

Texas State Gazette , February

88 Tb.e

Northern Standard , February 20, 1845-

88'lhe

Northern Standard, May 13,

1845.

80

'lll.e Northern Standard, March 23 , 1843 •

81

Texas Nati onal Regi ster , January 11 , 1844•

92The Nor thern Standar d , March 23 , 1843 •
83

8

llle Northern Standard, June 8, 1843 •

•The Texas State Gazette , March 28,

l 854•
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following examples:
"Solomon,

11

"Jack" is tolerably intelligent, while

when spoken to does not answer intelligibly, ee

"Joshua" is slow spoken. 88

Interesting to note was

11 Jim 11

described as being pleasing in his address, but a cunning
thief.

8 7

"Rafe, 11 when confused has an impediment in his

speecb, 88 while "Geny" has rather a sulky countenance. 88
"Melinda II bas a pleasant but hollow countenance, 100 "Fred 11
has a sour look and is very impudent when spoken to by
strangers and "Dick" was described as "laughing at every
trifle. 101

"Martin or Tom" ( the advertiser was not sure

of the slave' a name) "speaks Creole French and broken English. 11102

The evidence clearly substantiates that the Negro

slave that ran away in Texas had definite personality traits
which bespoke a positive relation between master and slave.

There is some indication that those slaves with the most
positive personalities were the possessors of some skill,
while those whose personalities are negative tended to be

eeThe Morning Star, December 8, 1840.
eeThe Dallas Herald, January 12, 1859.
e-,llie Texas State Gazette, March

3, 1855-

eaThe Texas State Gazette, July 29, 1854eeThe Texas State Gazette, September 23, 1854iooThe Texas State Gazette, April
101

The Morni~ Star, June

io2The Morning Star, July

4,

1840.

6, 1840.

12, 1851.
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listed as low skilled.

However, the range of personality

traits are as broad as might be expected in any group and
certainly show modes ot accommodation to their status as
slaves as well as the impact of their experiences.
Value
1.

!2

Owners

Extent Et_ Rewards
One hundred and eight rewards were offered tor runaway

slaves.

In eighty-eight cases specific rewards were offered

ranging from $10 to $1200.
In twenty others, sixteen suggested ottering liberal
rewards and four suggested will compensate.
'lhe once hundred and eight advertisements tor runaways revealed that the average reward ottered amounted to

one hundred and twenty-seven dollars per slave.
The amount of reward offered by the slave master may
have had 11 ttle bearing on the actual worth of the slave.

The insignificance or value in amount of some rewards on
the contrary may have been indicative of the master's financial inability to offer a larger reward or it may indicate
his indifference toward the recovery of the slave.
Another prospective may be that the slave master was
becoming cognizant of the fact that there was slowly but
surely a depreciation in slave property, especially after
1850,

11

resulting from the rising abolitionist's sentiment

exposed by the equalitarian philosophy of the War Between

61

the States. uioa
Extent of Rewards

TABLE 1.

FREQUENCY AND AMOUNTS OF CASH REWARDS OFFERED FOR
RETURN OF RUNAWAY SLAVES

Frequency

Amount

. . . ... ... ...... ..... . . . . . .. .. ... ' 10
................................
20
................................
25
9
2 ................................
,g
1 ................................
30 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
................................ 505075 or 475
l
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
100
1i ................................
150
................................
3
200
................................
7
250
................................
1
.300
1
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
400
1 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
500
................................
41 ................................ 600
1 ................................ 1200
Liberal Reward
16
1

5

4

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Will Compensate

Occupations of Slaves
Only twenty-one of the two hundred and forty-two
slaves herein under study were revealed to have had occupations.

Notwithstanding, this small number showed intelligence

and potentialities in various skills that the slave had
acquired under the most adverse circumstances, constant
Texas, 11
Cited
No.

self-denial and frequently without the master's knowledge.
These occupations· were tabulated and placed in thir-

teen different categories.

These tabulations appear on the

table shown below in their various frequencies.

TABLE 2.

1.

2.

l:5.
6.
1.

8.

9.

10.
11.
12.

13.

OCCUPATIONS OF SLAVES

Seaman
Carpenter
Shoemaker
Guns (worked on running gears}
Me chanic
Blacksmith
Plays Fiddle
Good Turner (of soil)
Baptist .Preacher
Methodist Minister
Sore Leg Doctor
Seamstress
Stock a Plough
Total

l

12

3
1

3
2
1
1
l
1
l

1
1

29

The occupation of only one female runaway was given,
she "was a good seamstress. 1110 •

Particularly revealing was

that some owners listed two or more occupations of the
individual runaway.
11

Typical of this type of information is

Abram, 11 who is handy in the use of tools and a good carpen-

ter and shoemaker, has worked on the running gears of
guns. 106

10 ..

11

A Negro man is a mechanic, blacksmith and

1:he Texas State Gazette, November

6, 1852.

Th.e Texas State Gazette, May 25, 1850.

106
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carpenter. 106
1110
dle well.
.,

11

11

Chares
1 " is a carpenter and plays the fid-

Ned II works well in wood, can stock a plough,

make a good gate, but is slow and is a pretty good
turner. 108 11A man slave a mechanic also a Bap ti s~ preacher.111oe

-

----- -

-

Property, Personal !!!2, Other than Personal Worn and _____
Carried

.Q!! .EJ:

~

Slave !!;! Escape

....,_

Articles of clothing worn by the slave at the time
of escape and properties other than that which may be considered to have belonged to them, are listed 1n fifty-nine
of the advertisements studied.
In twenty cases the advertisements specifically lists
and describes clothes worn by the slave at the time ot
escape; in nineteen cases only articles of property ta.ken
by the runaway are listed and in six other cases both clothing

worn and articles of property ta.ken are listed and described.
In ten of the fifty-nine cases the escaping slave or slave
party acquired some type of firearm and ammunition.

Fifteen

instances are shown where one or more horses or other livestock were taken and in five cases the slave carried extra

ioeThe Texas State Gazette, October

4,

18,51.

10-,The Texas State Gazette, October 2, 1852.
ioaThe

Texas State Gazette, February

5, 1853.

1oeThe Texas State Gazette, January 19, 1856.
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items of clothing.

In only two cases is it mentioned that

the runaway carried cash money.

In each of these two cases

the runaway was rather well equipped otherwise.
I none ''Dave II h a d on when he left a jersey sack-

coat, a black worn hat, and shoes of his own make; took with
him a brass mounted rifle, with a flint lock and also a
country stocked pistol with tlint lock, also a small bundle
of clothes and some $10 or $12 in money. 110

In another

"Ned" had good clothing when he left wore a blue silk plush
cap, carried an umbrella and overcoat, and about $25 in
money • 111
The larger escape parties usually were frequently
well supplied with horses for transportation and/or with
arms for defense.

Examples of this type ot information

published is, nAlbert, Jack, Reuben, Archy, Paul and
Charles II have taken with them four of my fine blooded mares,
a large pacing horse, and about twenty head of conunon
horses, and are making toward Mexico.iia

With "John and

Rye" was a woman named Rachael, in pregnancy and within six
or eight weeks of going to bed, and a boy, Wash, twelve
years; Mary,about 9 years old, Mandy,about 7 years old,

Frank,4 1/2 years old, Dick, 2 1/2 years old often called
Texas State Gazett e, April 5, 1851.
1853.
111
Tlle Texas State Gazette, February 5,
1844.
112
Texas National Re~ister, January 11,

l.l.O'llle
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Jeff by the other Negroes .

They carried

11

a musket, and a

rifle gun, with flint locks ; the rifle is branded Tryon. 11a
The individual slave carried extra clothing, a short
type of gun or provided himself with an exceptionally good
horse .

In the great majority of cases the owner did not

know or care what the slave took or the items taken gave no
aid in identification and thus or not mentioned in way of
the advertisements.
Conditions Pertaining to Actual Flight
Clothing
Advertisements related to the runaway slave frequent-

ly gave some information concerning factors related to the
actual flight of the fugitive slave.

Clothing worn or car-

ried by the slave, may indicate whether the flight was planned
or impulsive ; the direction of the flight, which is usually
related to the probable destination, may at the same time
give some indication of the relation of political or geographical barriers as an aid to excape--of further information or
the seasons of the year in which the escape was attempted
and the probable purpose of the flight as related to the
direction of flight and probable destination.
Most advertisements studied indicated that the runaway slave carried such items as would contribute only to
the success of his escape attempt.
113 Tb.e Texas state Gazette, December

At the same time the

14, 1850.
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advertiser gives only such in.formation as would contribute
to identification, pursuit, capture, and return of the runaway.
In thirteen cases the fleeing slave or slave party
carried items of clothing which possibly could have served
a dual purpose; of providing necessary warmth in adverse
weather seasons or to make possible a change of attire
which would make detection more difficult.
In sixteen cases the owner or advertiser--gives
detailed description of both the attire worn by the slave
and any extra clothing personal in his possession.
In thirty-nine cases the owner or advertiser gave
detailed description of attire worn by the slave, extra
clothing, ammunition and means or ways of transportation.
Season of Flight
We may be justified in believing that the slaves'
powers to think independently were developed by his own
active labors and the range of his in.formation extended by
his contact with his slave master or various slave masters,
regardless of the remarkable combination of circumstances
under which he lived and toiled and in many cases he may
have existed .

Time brings many strange revenges, which may

have inspired the slave to attempt escape.
Tb.is investigator is satisfied that the earnestness,
the enthusiasm and the determination for permanent freedom
with which the slave was motivated, the singleness of pur-
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pose, and the intrepidity manifested, encouraged and
inspired by a belief that he would better his condition-contributed beyond a doubt to the slaves determined desire
for escape.
Rte graph on page

67 indicates the urge on the part

of the Negro slave for eternal freedom was effected but very
little by the season of the year.
While a small percentage more chose the winter months
the ratio of proportion does not indicate that this had any
definite bearing on the season for attempted excape.
Results of this investigation show that thirty-six
slaves or 28.12 per cent chose the winter months, December,
January, and February; thirty-two slaves or

25 percent chose

the autumn sea son, September, October, and November; thirtyfour slaves or

26.56 per cent attempted escape during the

summer months, June, July, and August; and twenty-six slaves
or 20.32 per cent sought freedom in spring; March, April, and
May.
Destination

Et. Runaway Slaves

Information gathered from one hundred seventy-six
advertisements revealed that a very few masters had any
idea of the probable destination of their runaways.

Twenty-

one slave owners, however, ventured to commit themselves on
this issue.

P.

w.

Humphrey advertised that a Negro man

named Planner will probably make for the plantation of Dr.
Walter Brashear, in the Dutch settlement, St. Mary's Parish,
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• i ana .
Lo uis

"Di c k 11 ran away from the subscriber at the

1.1.4,

Houston Hotel and is supposed to be lurking about the suburbs
of the city . 116
11

"Dill" has probably gone Westward. 116 "John"

I expect will make his way to Red River near Fort Towson,

.Arkansas (where he said he came from) or to Matamoras. 11117
"James Scott" advertised that his Negro girl "Sarah" ran
away from me in Houston and is probably lurking about here

yet. 118
11

"George Gordon" advertised that "the Negro woman

Peg 11 is supposed to be in the neighborhood of Fine Creek,

having run away from him. 118

An

escape party of six, was

advertised for by Robert H. Porter having run away from the
"Falls on the Brazos, 11 and ma.king towards Mexico .

These

slaves carried with them four fine blooded mares, a large
pacing horse, and about twenty head of common horses .

120

Another excape party of "twenty-five slaves ran away from
Bastrop.

'Ihey were mounted on some of the best horses that

could be found, and several of them were well armed.

It is

supposed they were enticed away by Mexicans who induced them

114 TelegraEh

and Texas Re~ister, March 10, 1838.

i1.sThe Mornin6 Star, July

6, 1840.

iisThe Morni~ Star, July 6, 1840.
I

i17The Texas Sentinel, March

6, 184l.

6, 184l.

118

The Morning Star, March

118

The Northern Standard, July

120 Texas

24, 1844.

National Register, January ll, 1844•
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to flee toward Mexico. 121

Still ano ther escape party was

advertised for by "Lewis Tood II who if they have not been
decoyed off by some white man, I suppose are making for the
Wichita Mountains and aim to get with the Indians . 122
"Abram II rode off a sorrel mare mule with a quick shuffling
walk and has frequently been sent to Hemstead County, Arkansas and being known as a confidential Negro in that
neighborhood would be likely to travel that far openly,
without interruption. 123 "Shipley," a pretty bright
mulatto boy, escaped from the Travis County jail, in the
company of a young man named Jackson who was confined in
the same jail on a charge of murder.
went toward Eastern Texas. 124

It is thought they

This advertisement appeared

in a Texas newspaper from Jackson Clark County, Alabama.
"Dave," a yellow Negro boy, ran away with some il0 or il2
in money. He will likely aim for Mexico . 125 "James s.
Hanna," advertised for

11

Jim 11 who is quite an intelligent

and polite Negro having been a waiter in a hotel .

121 Telesra;eh and Texas Resister, January 15, 1845.
122The Texas State Gazette , December 14, 1850.
i23The Texas State Gazette, May 25, 1850.
124The Texas State Gazette , December 15, 1850.
i 2s'I'he Texas State Gazette , April

5, 1851.

He
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formerly lived in Mississippi, and he will either make his
way for that state or Mexico. 126 "A Negro man named Isaac
escaped from his home at the month of the Trinity. 11

"It is

believed that he was instigated to run away by white persons, as he was always treated with great kindness and there
are other reasons for the belief. 11127 Interesting was 11Ned 11
who escaped with about $25 in money.

He was last seen (the

15th December) with Mr. Doxey 1 s Negroes near Macon, on the
route to Texas.

It is probable he is provided with a free

pass so as to travel through Arkansas and Texas , or he may
be aiming for a free state. 128 "Henry, 11 escaped from Port
Lavaca, "he is acquainted along the road from this place to
Lockhart, and he may attempt to go up that way, and then,
by the way from San Antonio to Mexico. 11128 "Davy" had a
free pass when he left or ran away supposed to be in company with some rascally white person.

It is my impression

the boy is making his way west and will under the guidance
of white men, and with the assistance of his free pass
130
endeavor to reach Mexico.
i2eThe Texas State Gazette, December 25, 1852.
1.:a .,The
Texas State Gazette, January 15, 1853.
i2eThe Texas State Gazette, February 5, 1853,
12"The Texas State Gazette, November 28, 1853,
i.aoThe Texas State Gazette, May

6, 1854,
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Unusual was the case of "Charles" who tried to make
it to Travis County, near Austin, where his young mistress,
Amanda, daughter of his master, R. Reed, deceased, now
resided as he supposes that she 1s married to "James Moore"
in Arkansas and removed to, near Austin. 131
Interesting cases that may be included in this
analysis are the following "Two young Negro boys between

9 and 10 years of age," who were abducted from the plantation of General Gordon at the "Spanish Camp" on the Colorado.
It has been ascertained from the best information that they
were stolen by two white men who had been lurking around
the premises about the time of the disappearance of the
Negroes.

It is supposed they have gone in the direction

of Austin, from whence they will most likely proceed to
Eastern Texas if not arrested, and there, endeavor to sell
the Negroes, or cross over into Loui s i ana.

l.32

Another case is that of three fugitives, a Negro
woman and two men who were stolen from San Antonio and car-

ried Eastward. 133
An escape party of three runaway boys

wu taken up in

the city of San Antonio traveling westward with a white man
by the name of James Alford, who is also in jail.

The Texas State Gazette, January 19, 1856.
1.a2'llle Texas State Gazette, August 16, 1851.
1.aaTh.e Texas State Gazette, March 10, 1855.

131

13

20, 1856.
•The Texas State Gazette, September

13
•
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The evidence clearly indicates that direction of
flight can be placed into four categories.

Some slaves

obviously escaped into the neighborhood of some locality
and their masters had no idea that they intended anything
more than getting away.

Others obviously hoped to get back

to old masters and conditions with which they were familiar
or for which they longed.

Still others, escaping either to

Indian territory or to Mexico, obviously had no intention of
returning to their masters or to the slave area.

Texans

were sufficiently aware of the attraction of Mexico and

the Rio Grande to take official notice of it.

It can be

said that those escapees who left under their own volition
and planning sought to escape the system altogether by heading beyond the reach of the slave regime.

Summary
This study has arisen out of a general conflict in the
scholarship in the field of slavery as to whether or not
the Negro was happy in slavery.
The disposition of the slave to run away has generally
been accepted as evidence of his dissatisfaction with the
institution of slavery.
Throughout this study we have directed our attention
to the problem of the Runaway-Negro slaves in Texas which ma1
have been indicated in advertisements appearillg in newspapers
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between the years 1830 and 1860.

we have attempted to

answer the following questions:

1.

How much information is available concerning the
individual runaway slave?

2.

Can this information be interpreted as acceptable
data on the reaction of the slave to the institution of slavery?

3.

Were the runaway slaves of any specific or general
type?

4.

Did the runaway slaves tit any specific pattern as
to sex, age, stature, complexion, physical and
personal traits, apparent intelligence level and
occupation?

5.

Did the runaway slave exhibit qualities of leadership and ab111 ty?

6.

Did the Negro slave make repeated efforts to escape?

7.

Did the advertisements give evidence of the six
most frequently used techniques to escape bondage?

8.

Were the escape attempts based on any definite and
organized plans?

9.

Were there external factors that determined the
actual direction of flight1
After a thorough and exhaustive analysis of material

available, we are led to set forth some conclusions as follows:
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The information pertaining to the two hundred and
forty-two slaves herein classified and analyzed was
gathered from one hundred and seventy-six advertisements
inserted 1n newspapers published in Texas before the war
between the States.

Before obtaining this coverage approx-

imately five hundred newspapers were consulted by the investigator.

These newspapers have served as a storehouse

of implied information.
We feel that this information can be interpreted as
acceptable data on the reaction of the slave to the institution of slavery.
To further substantiate this data, we have included

witlun an appendix, Laws enacted in Texas by the Legisla-

ture between the years 1830 and 1860 relating to the runaway slave.
We ascertained that the runaway slaves were of a
specific or general type.
Our findings reveal that the names claimed by or
given to the fugitive seemed to carry no particular significance other than for purposes of individual identification.
In general, only a first name was listed which possibly
served as the identifying sound to which the slave responded.
Of the two hundred and forty-two runaway slaves listed
in the advertisements, nine tenths of those who made the
third of the fugitives
e f forts to excape were ma1 es. One
were found to have been 1n the mature prime of life.
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Physically, the typical runaway slave was approximately

5'

10" in height, weight, one hundred seventy pounds,

rather large in bodily build and generally very dark in
skin color.
It was noticeably revealing that the slaves possessed
definite accomplishments.

The occupations of the slaves

were tabulated and easily placed 1n thirteen different cate-

gories.
These findings revealed that the runaway slave possessed
intelligence and potentialities in various skills and professions.
The slave did exhibit qualities of leadership and
ability in as much as the flights of the runaway were not
entirely haphazard--but frequently resulted from farsighted
planning and correlated efforts among themselves.
The Negro slave made repeated efforts to escape, as
revealed in the one hundred and seventy-six advertisements
published in newspapers circulated in a total of sixtynine counties in Texas.

The advertisements gave evidence of

the six techniques most frequently used to escape bondage,
among which were (1) individual and collective flight,
(2) a slow down of activity and achievement, (3) sabetage,

(4) self-mutilation, (5) suicide, and very rarely,
(6) purchase of freedom.
we are led to believe that most of the escape attempts

were based on definite and organized plans.

Advertisements
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studied indicate that the runaway slave carried items that
would contribute only to the success of his escape attempt •
.AJD.ong those items were, extra clothing, money, ammunition,

and means or ways or transportation.
External factors apparently had some bearing on the
actual direction of flight in that we find a majority of the
runaways advertised for as heading toward Mexico, which
Republic proclaimed every man free upon its soil .
The descriptions of the personality traits, accomplishments of slaves, the occupations of slaves and the
extent of rewards listed in the advertisements were obviously factors which determined the value of slaves to their
owners.
'lherefore we feel that this evidence indicates that
there is reason to believe that the Negro in Texas was not
happy in slavery.

•
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THE LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

!

1838 -1846
Volume I I
Austin:

Pp . 151-153
The Gammel Book Company
An Act

(Conc er ning Fr ee Persons of Color)
Sec . I .

Be i t enac ted by the Senate and House of Repr esen-

tatives of the Republic of Texas , i n Congr ess assembled,
that from and after the passage of this act, it shal l no t be
lawful for any free person of color to immigrate to this
Republic.
Sec . 2 .

Be it further enacted, That if any free persons of

color shall migrate to this Republ ic , it shall be the duty
of the Sheriff , or any one of the constables of the county
to which such emigration shall be made , to arrest such free
person of color, after giving him ten days notice , and bring
him before the Chief Justic e of the county, or judge of the
district, and it shall be the duty of the Chief Justice, or
Judge of the district, before whom such free person of color
may be brought, to recei ve the hand of such free person of
color in the sum of one thousand dollars, with the security
of a citi zen to be approved by him, conditi oned for the
removal of such free person of col or out of the limits of
the Republic .
Sec . 3 .

Be it further enacted, That if any free person of
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color should be brought before any Chief Justice of any
County, or District Judge, and shall not be able to give the
bond as prescribed in the second section of this act, such
Chief Justice or District Judge, shall commit such free
person of color to the public jail, with an order to the
sheriff to expose him to public sale to the highest bidder,
at the court house door of his county, after giving four
weeks' notice of the same, in the nearest public journal,
and at least four public places in his county; and the said
purchaser shall and may exercise all the rights of ownership ever s a id free person of color, for one year from such
sale.
Sec.

4.

Be it further enacted, and if any such free person

of color, shall during the year of such slavery, be able to
give his bond as contemplated in the second section of this
act, to take effect at the end of his slavery, he shall be
permitted t o do so; but if he shall fail to render the hand,
until after the expiration of his slavery, and it shall be
the duty of the purchaser to return him into the hands of
the Sheriff.
Sec.

5.

Be it further enacted, It shall be the duty of the

Sheriff upon the return of any such free person of color
upon giving six weeks' notice in some public journal, and at
least four public places in his county, to exr ose the free
person of color so returned, at public sale, to the highest
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bidder; and such free person of color so sold shall remain a
slave for life:

Provided, That if any person of color so

sold should be the property of any individual, he shall have
his right of recovery by due course of law.
Section

6.

Be it further enacted, All monies arising from

the sale of such free person of color, shall be paid into
the county treasury, subject to appropriation by the District Court for public purposes .
Section

7.

Be it further enacted, upon the forfeiture of

the hand of any free people of color, the same shall be
placed in the hands of the District Attorney for collection,
who shall prosecute the same against the securities only;
and the amount of sale, if such shall have been made, of
the free person of color, shall in all cases, be subtracted
from the amount adjudged against the securities, and the
remainder only shall be recovered of them.
Section 8.

Be it further enacted, '.Ihat two years shall be

allowed from and after the passage of this act, to all free
persons of color who are now in this Republic to remove of
the same; and all those who shall be found here after that
time, without the permission of Congress, shall be arrested
and sold as provided in this act.
Section

9.

Be it further enacted, T.hat it shall not be lawful

for any master of a vessel, or owner thereof nor for any
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other person or persons whatsoever, to bring, i .m port, induce,
or aid or assist in the bringing, importing, or inducing any
free person of color within the limits of Texas, directly
or indirectly; and any person so offending shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be fined
in a sum of not less than on nor more than ten thousand
dollars:

Provided, that cooks and other hands employed on

board of vessels shall not be considered as coming within the
provisions of this act.
Section 10.

Be it further enacted, 'To.at the President of

the Republic do issue his proclamation, commanding all free
persons of color who are now in the Republic, to remove
from the same before the first of January 1842, and the
Secretary of State publish this act a number of times in all
the journals in this Republic.
Section 11.

Be it further enacted, 'To.at all laws contrary

to the meaning and spirit of this act, are hereby repealed .
David s. Kauflnan
Speaker of the House of Representatives
David G. Burnet
President of the Senate
Approved 5th February, 1840
Mirabeau B. Lamar
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THE LAWS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

Volume II
Austin:

B

Pp. 171-181

The Gammal Book Company 1838-1846
An Act

(Concerning Slaves)
Section l.

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House ot

Representatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, That if any person shall hereafter sell to any slave,
without the written consent of his or her master, mistress
or overseer, any ardent spirits or intoxicating liquors, he
or she so offending, shall forfeit and pay on conviction
thereof, any sum not less than twenty nor more than two
hundred dollars.
Section 2.

Be it further enacted, That if any person shall

buy from any slave, any cotton, corn, meat or other valuable
produce or article whatever without the written consent of
his or her master, or mistress, or overseer, he or she so
offending shall on conviction thereof, be fined in any sum
not less than twenty nor more than two hundred dollars,
with the value to the owner of any property so sold.
Section 3.

Be it further enacted, ni.at if any person shall

unreasonable or cruelly treat, or otherwise abuse any slave,
he or she shall be liable to be sued in any court of competent jurisdiction, and on conviction thereof shall be fined
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in a sum, not less than two hundred and fifty dollars nor
more than two thousand dollars.
Section

4.

Be it further enacted, 'lhat if any person or

persons shall murder any slave, or so cruelly treat the same
as to cause death the same shall be felony, and punished as
in the cases of murder.

Section

5.

Be it f'urther enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the District Judges, within said Republic, to carry
into effect the foregoing provisions of this act.
Section

6. Be it further enacted, That no slave in this

republic shall carry a gun or other deadly weapon without
the written consent of his master, mistress or overseer;
such arms or other weapons shall be liable to be taken by
any person from any such Negro, and all such property forfeited, if it does not exceed ten dollars 1n value; but any
such property may be reclaimed by the owner by paying ten
dollars to the person who may have taken the same .
David S. Kaufman
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Davids. Burnet
President of the Senate
Approved February

5,

18~0
Mirabeau B. Lamar
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CONSTITUTION
of

THE STATE OF TEXAS
Adopted unan.illlously in convention, at the City of Austin,

1845.

An Ordinance in Relation to Colonization Contracts.

Ordinance Assenting to the Proposals of the United States
Congress for the Annexation of Texas.

An

Houston

1845
A Part of the Ordinance in Relation to Colonization Contracts.
Article Third
Legislative Department
Section 1.

Every tree male person who shall have attained

the age of twenty-one years, and who shall be a citizen of
the United States, or who is at the time of the adoption
of this constitution by the Congress of the United States,
a citizen of the Republic of Texas and shall have resided
in this State one year next pr.eooeding an election, and the

last six months within the district, county, city or town
in which he offers to vote, (Indians not taxed, Africans and
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des c endants of Africans excepted ) shal l be deemed a qualifi ed elec tor, and should such qualified el ector, happen to
be in another county situated in the district in which he
resides at the time of an electi on, he shal l be permitted
to vote anywhere in the state for state officers; and provided, further , that no soldier, seaman or marine , in the
army or navy of the United States shall be entitled to vote
at any election created by this constitution.
Section 2 .

All free male persons over the age of twenty- one

years (Indians not taxed), (African and descendants of Africans excepted) , who shall have resided six months in Texas ,
immediately preceeding the acceptance of this Constituti on
by the Congress of the United States, shall be deemed
qualified electors .
Secti on

29 .

The legislature shall at their first meeti ng,

and in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty- eight,
and fifty, and every e i ght years thereafter, cause an
enumeration to be made of all the free inhabitants (Indians
not taxed, Africans and descendants of Africans excepted) of
the State, designating particularly the number of qualified
electors ; and the whole number of Representatives shall at
the several periods of making such enumerations, be fixed
by the Legislature , and apportioned among the several counties,
cities or towns, according to the number of free population
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in each; and shall not be less than forty- five nor more
than ninety.
Adopted- -Austin--1845 .
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An Act

(To prevent Slaves from hiring their own time , or their
owners from hiring them to other Slaves , free Negroes or
Mulattoes) •
Section 1 .

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of

Texas , That any owner or master of a slave or slaves, who
shall hire such slave to any other slave, or to any free
Negro a mulatto, or shall permit or suffer such slave to go
at large upon a hiri ng of his own time, for more than one
day in the week, except in the Christmas holidays and to
act or deal as a free person, within this State, shall be
fined in a sum not to exceed one hundred dollars for every
such offense .
Secti on 2 .

Be it further enacted, That if any sheriff,

coroner , or constabl e shall discover within his county, any
slave going at large or hiring contrary to this act, i t
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shall be his duty, and it shall be lawful for any other
person to arrest any such slave and take him before any
justice of the peace in his county without warrant.
Section 3.

Be it further enacted, That if any justice of

the peace shall receive satisfactory evidence or information that a slave or slaves are going at large, or hiring
their own time within this county, contrary to the provisions of this act, be shall immediately issue his warrant
to apprehend and bring such offenders before him.
Section

4.

Be it further enacted that when any slave or

slaves shall be brought before any justice of the peace
under the provisions of this act, said justice shall inquire
into the facts, and if it shall appear that such slave or
slaves have been going at large or hiring, contrary to any
of the provisions of this act, he shall connnit such slave
to the county jail, there to remain until discharged as
hereinafter provided.
Section

5.

Be it further enacted, That any slave apprehended

or committed under this act may be released upon application, made by the owner of the same, at any time before
said slave is sold, under the provisions hereinafter provided, upon the payment of all costs and fine that may have
accrued or be assessed against the same.
Section 6 •

Be it fur ther enacted, Tb.at it shall be the duty
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of the justice of the peace committing any slave under this
act, to report the same to the county court at its next
session, also the amount of fine and costs assessed in each
case .
Section 7.

Be it further enacted, That the county court

shall at its regular sessions, if any slaves have been committed to jail under this act since the last session of the
same, order that the clerk of the county court published
by written notices posted up at three or more public places
in his county, and by publishing an advertisement in some
newspaper in this State, for one month, giving a fair and
full description of such slave, the cause of commitment and
the name of the owner, if known.
Section 8 .

Be it further enacted, That at the next term of

the court, after the above notice is given, if the slave so
advertised is not proven shall order a sale to be made of
the same, on a certain day to be mentioned, not less than
three nor more than six months, and that publication be m~de
in some newspaper published in this State, at least for
three months next before the said day of slae, and the sheriff
shall sell the said slave for cash, under the same regulations that govern sales under execution, unless the said
slave be proven away by the owner, under the provisions of
the fifth section of this act.

93
Section

9.

Be it further enacted, That all fines arising

under this act, shall be paid into the county treasury, and
all monies arising from a sale under this act, after paying
the costs of apprehendi ng trying committing, advertising,
and five per cent, to the sheriff for selling, and all
other costs necessarily accruing , shall be paid into the
county treasury, and all monies paid i nto the treasury under
this act, shall be subject to the orders of the county court
for county purposes.
Section 10.

Be it further enacted, That if any person,

within five years thereafter the sale of a slave under this
act, shall come forward and make satisfactory proof to the
county court, that said slave was his property at the time
of such sale the court shall order that the county pay out
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to
said person the balance of such sale after deducting all
costs and fine that had accrued against the same .
Approved, 11th May, A. D. 1846.
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(An act providing for the disposition of runaway slaves)

Section 1.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
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Tex as , That it is hereby made the duty of the
Sheri ffs of the different counti es of this
State , as earl y as possibl e after the commi t ment of any runaway s l ave, and any other ci r cumstances calculated to lead to the discovery
of the slave by his owner, and if, after such
advertisement for the space of six months, the
owner should not apply for , prove and take out
of jail such slave, paying such expenses as are
now allowed by l aw, t ogether with the expense
of advertising herein provided for, the Sheriff
shall then convey and deliver such runaway slave
to the Keeper of the State Fenitentiary, and the
Sheriff shall at the same time deliver to the
financ i al agent of the Penitentiary a certificate from the Justice of Peace, who colID'llitted
such runaway slave to jail, stating the amount
of charges legal ly incurred in apprehending and
securi ng such runaway slave , and to whom the
same is due .
Secti on 2 .

The Sheriff shall be allowed ten cents per mile
in going and coming from the Penitentiary, as a
full compensation for conveying such runaway
s l ave

thereto, an account of which he shall

file with the financ i al agent .

95
Section

J.

If any Sheriff shall fail to convey any runaway
slave to the penitentiary at the expiration of
six months from the time of commitment to jail,
such sheriff shall not make any charge for maintaining said runaway slave after that time .

Section

4.

It shall be the duty of the Keeper of the Penitentiary to receive such runaway slaves into
custody, and him safely keep, and cause an
advertisement to be inserted in the newspaper
published by the State Pri nter, describing the
runaway slave, and the name of the person to
whom he is supposed to belong for the space of
six months , or until such runaway slave is legally claimed and taken away, and if the owner
shall fail either in person or by agent to come
forward and prove property in such slave , the
advertisement shall be discontinued, but the
slave shall continue in the charge and service
of the Keeper of the Penitentiary for life ,
provided that the owner may at any future period
come forward and prove property, pay the expenses
which have accrued up to the time of the delivery
of the slave to the Keeper of the Penitentiary
and take slave away.

Section

5.

Whenever any runaway slave shall be delivered to
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the Keeper of the Penitentiary under the provisions of this Act, he shall certify the same to
the Comptroller of Public Accounts, who, upon
presentation of such certificate, together with
the ~roperly authenticated account of the
expenses which may have accrued from the apprehension and confinement of such slave to the
time of the delivery to the Keeper of the
Penitentiary, shall issue his warrant for the
amount, in favor of the Sheriff, which amount
shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury
of the State, not otherwise appropriated.
Section

6.

The Keeper of the Fenitentiary shall not be
allowed to make any charges for receiving, keeping, or feeding any runaway slave committed to
his custody, but such slave shall be put to
labor as other prisoners.

Section 7.

Before any runaway slave in custody by virtue of
this Act shall be delivered up to any person
claiming the same, such claimant shall first
prove by the affidavit of some disinterested
witness, that such claimant has lost such a
slave as the one described; second, that the
runaway is the one he lost; third, pay all
expenses incurred in apprehending, securing,
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receiving, maintaining and advertising such
runaway.

The Keeper shall deliver any runaway

to the owner or his agent, upon his or thei r
complying with foregoing requisitions, and
upon bond.
Section 8.

The legally authorized agent of any person
claiming a runaway slave, may claim, prove and
receive such runaway in like manner as the owner
1s enabled to do by this Act .

Approved April 8, 1861

